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‘I  know  you  are, 
but  what  am  I?’ 

Why  the  mainstream  media  is  out  to  get  Pee-wee  Herman 


By  Michael  Bronskl 

At  first  it  sounded  like  a  bad  Saturday 
Night  Live  skit:  Pee-wee  Herman,  TV’s 
lovable-retro-fag-’50s-P/ay>u?i«e-nerd,  was 
arrested  for  indecent  exposure  in  a  pomo 
theater.  What  would  Jambi  the  Genie  say?  or 
Miss  Yvonne?  or  hunky  Cowboy  Curtis? 
Who  ever  would  have  thought  that 


“entrapment”  would  be  the  secret  word  of  the 
day?  But  this  was  no  late-night  television 
sketch.  This  was  real.  And  the  media  has 
been  having  a  field  day  not  only  with  the 
usual  tired  homophobic  innuendos  (which 
one  has  come  to  expect)  but  with  new  spins 
on  queer  bashing  that  might  even  seem 
inventive  if  they  were  not  so  hateful. 

The  basic  facts  of  the  case  are  not  nearly 
so  interesting  as  the  media  coverage  and 
distortion  of  them.  Paul  Reubens,  the  actor 
who  created  and  made  famous  the  character 


Pee-wee  Herman,  was  arrested  on  Saturday, 
July  28  at  an  adult  pomo  theater  in  Sarasota, 
Florida.  The  local  police  have  charged 
Reubens  and  several  other  men  with  indecent 
exposure;  that  is,  exposing  their  dicks  in  a 
public  place. 

Reubens  was  the  only  man  whose  name 
has  been  widely  publicized  (although 
presumably,  as  usual,  the  other  men’s  names 
are  available  to  the  press)  and  he  has  denied 
the  allegations.  Under  Florida  law,  Reubens 
could  be  sentenced  to  60  days  in  jail  and  up 
to  a  $500  fine.  The  immediate  fallout  of  news 
of  the  arrest  was  that  the  next  five  scheduled 
reruns  of  Pee-Wee’s  Playhouse ,  a  highly 
innovative  Saturday  morning  program  that  is 
produced  by  and  stars  Reubens,  have  been 
cancelled  by  CBS.  The  show  itself  had  been 
cancelled  months  ago  after  running  several 
seasons. 

Paul  Reubens’s  arrest  might  have  been 
nothing  more  than  a  news  item  in  the  local 
Sarasota  paper  if  the  national  media  had  not 
decided  to  pick  it  up.  And  while  it  is  true  that 
any  celebrity’s  run-in  with  the  law  engenders 
the  possibility  of  major  news  coverage  (look 
at  the  play  that  Zsa  Zsa  Gabor’s  cat  fight 


with  a  police  officer  received),  the  media 
coverage  of  Reubens’s  arrest  has  snowballed 
in  specific  and  peculiar  ways. 

The  first  news  reports  of  the  incident 
appeared  in  the  electronic  media.  Television 
stations  presented  it  in  a  relatively  non- 
judgmental  way — although  many  had 
immediate  access  to,  and  used,  Reubens’s 
brand-new  mug  shots — but  radio  shows 
seized  on  the  arrest  as  a  venue  for  a  slew  of 
off-color  and  incipiently  homophobic  jokes. 

On  the  least  offensive  end  of  the  scale 
Pee-Wee's  Playhouse  became  Pee-Wee's 
Penthouse  and  there  were  a  bunch  of  "Pee- 
wee  showed  his  wee-wee”  remarks.  On  the 
more  obvious  level,  announcers  managed  to 
sneeringly  imply — without  ever  saying — that 
there  was  something  truly  perverse  about 
Reubens’s  situation.  Certainly  more  perverse 
than  if  Tom  Cruise  or  Keanu  Reeves  had 
been  discovered  in  a  similar  situation. 

By  the  next  morning,  the  print  media 
released  versions  of  the  story  with  less 
snickering  but  more  moralizing.  Every  story 
mentioned  that  Reubens’s  career  as  Pee-wee 
Herman  was  completely  ruined  and  that  the 
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Condom 
program 
for  teens 
announced 

School  distribution  plan 
readied  in  Mass. 

By  Jacob  Smith  Yang 

BOSTON — Gov.  William  Weld  announced 
July  29  that  the  state  will  make  condoms 
available  through  schools  and  community 
organizations,  as  part  of  a  sex  and  drug 
education  program  aimed  at  teenagers  and 
young  adults. 

AIDS  activists  said  the  program  seems  like 
a  good  first  step  in  slowing  the  transmission 
of  HIV,  but  say  it  was  too  long  in  coming  and 
fear  it  will  not  get  the  kind  of  sustained 
government  support  needed  to  make  the 
program  effective. 

The  program,  called  “Protect  Teen  Health," 
will  be  implemented  in  10  communities  that 
are  described  by  the  governor’s  office  as  “at 
high  risk”  for  AIDS  and  other  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  (STDs),  teen  pregnancy 
and  substance  abuse. 

Responding  to  objections  that  condom 
distribution  will  promote  teen-age 
promiscuity,  Weld  stressed  that  participation 
by  high  schools  in  the  program  is  optional 
and  to  be  determined  by  the  individual 
communities.  “We’re  not  ramming  anything 
down  anybody’s  throat,”  Weld  said. 

Range  of  options 

Kate  McCormack,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
(DPH),  told  GCN  that  the  program  has  three 
phases.  The  first  will  focus  on  preventing  the 
spread  of  HIV  and  STDs  by  giving  young 
people  information  on  a  range  of  options, 
from  abstinence  to  condom  use. 

“This  summer  we  will  be  preparing 
educational  materials  for  distribution  next 
fall,  drafting  guidelines  and  providing 
training  for  peer  counselors,”  McCormack 
said.  She  emphasized  that  the  program  is 
targeting  young  people  both  in  and  out  of 
school,  by  providing  information  through 
both  schools  and  community  centers. 

According  to  a  press  release  from  the 
governor’s  office,  phase  one  will  also  include 
the  distribution  of  condoms  by  the  state  to 
community  agencies  that  already  provide 
condoms,  and  to  “other  identified  sites 
frequented  by  sexually  active  youth.” 

McCormack  said  that  phase  two  of  the 
program  will  focus  on  strengthening  school- 
based  health  programs.  Under  the  plan,  the 
DPH  would  meet  with  school  boards  and 
superintendents  to  design  and  implement 
health  policies,  education  and  services. 
Teaching  guidelines  on  HIV/AIDS  will  be 
prepared  by  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
and  the  Department  of  Education  for  grades 
K-12,  for  all  school  districts  statewide. 

Phase  three  of  “Protect  Teen  Health” 
involves  expanding  state  participation  in 
Regional  Prevention  Centers.  Currently  these 
centers  work  with  school  systems  and  youth 
agencies  on  substance  abuse  prevention. 
Weld  said  he  hoped  to  include  programming 
on  AIDS/STD  and  pregnacny  prevention  as 
well.  Peer  leadership  training  will  also  take 
place  at  these  centers  under  the  governor’s 
proposal. 

“Never  has  there  been  such  a 
comprehensive  effort  to  educate  teenagers  on 
these  issues,”  said  McCormack.  “What  is 
new  is  that  we  are  providing  them  with  clear- 
cut  options.” 

McCormack,  who  estimated  the  cost  of  the 
entire  program  at  between  $350,000  and 
$400,000,  said  its  funding  is  within  the 
bounds  of  the  aprpjropriated  budget  She  said 
money  will  come  from  appropriations  from 
AIDS  funding  and  the  Massachusetts 
voluntary  check-off  fund  for  AIDS. 

David  Aronstein,  education  director  of 
Continued  on  page  5 


NEW  GROUPS 
STARTING 


Feminist  lawyer 
denounced  for 
weakening  rape 
shield  law 

BOSTON — A  group  of  women  protested 
at  a  gathering  of  the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 
Massachusetts  (CLUM)  July  17,  calling 
attention  to  the  presence  of  one  of  the 
featured  attorneys,  who  had  tried  a  case 
earlier  this  year  resulting  in  the  weakening  of 
Massachusetts’s  rape  shield  law.  The  court’s 
ruling  in  the  case  Commonwealth  v. 
Stockhammer  allows  defense  lawyers  to  see 
a  rape  survivor’s  confidential  psychiatric 
records  and  use  them  to  discredit  the 
woman’s  testimony. 

Members  of  the  group  White  Women 
Against  Racism  and  Violence  Against 
Women,  who  distributed  leaflets  at  the 
CLUM  talk,  said  feminist  attorney  Nancy 
Gertner  should  not  have  been  invited  to 
participate  in  the  women’s  rights  forum 
citing  her  role  in  defending  a  convicted 
rapist,  and  helping  to  set  a  precedent  that 
will  make  it  more  difficult  for  rape  survivors 
to  come  forward  with  their  experiences. 
“Rape  is  already  the  most  underreported 
violent  crime  in  the  country,”  their  flyer 
stated.  “The  fear  of  having  their  emotional 
histories  put  on  trial  will  discourage  many 
more  women  from  coming  forward  with 
charges.” 

Gertner  had  not  originally  planned  on 
addressing  the  Stockhammer  case  in  her  talk 
at  the  forum,  which  was  billed  as  “a  briefing 
on  recent  developments  which  affect  the 
lives  of  women.”  However,  she  spoke  about 
the  case  for  several  minutes,  stating  that  she 
hadn’t  intended  the  court  to  erode  the  rape 
shield  statute  as  much  as  it  did.  She  said  that 
in  defending  Stockhammer  on  appeal,  she 
fought  for  the  right  to  see  the  alleged 
victim’s  psychiatric  records  because  the 
woman  first  spoke  of  the  alleged  rape  in 
therapy,  before  she  went  to  the  police. 

Activists  at  the  forum  questioned 
Gertner’s  role  in  establishing  what  they  call 
a  “devastating  precedent.”  Barbara 
Schulman  of  the  anti-violence  group 
addressed  Gertner  directly  during  the 
question-and-answer  period.  “You  must  have 
known  that  the  implications  of  your  request 
to  open  psychiatric  records  of  a  rape  victim 
at  the  state  judicial  level  would  result  in  a 
decision  that  could  be  extremely  damaging 
to  women  all  over  the  state,”  she  said. 

Schulman  further  questioned  Gertner’s 
earlier  statements  in  which  Gertner  said  she 
felt  Jonathan  Stockhammer  was  innocent  of 
the  rape  charges  due  to  his  small  stature  and 
his  physical  similarity  to  Woody  Allen.  “I 
found  your  comments  about  the  stature  of 
[Stockhammer]  and  your  description  of  him 
extremely  insulting  as  a  Jewish  woman," 
Schulman  stated.  “I  think  it  perpetuates  the 
worst  myths  about  who  we  think  rapists  are 
and  who  we  think  rapists  aren’t” 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

ACT  UP  holds 
senator  accountable 
for  vote 

NEW  YORK — Approximately  30  AIDS 
activists  held  a  demonstration  outside  the 
Chrysler  Building  offices  of  Sen.  Daniel  P. 
Moynihan  (D-N.Y.),  July  25.  They  protested 
Moynihan’s  endorsement  of  a  recent 
amendment  that  set  criminal  penalties  for 
HIV  positive  health  care  workers  who  fail  to 
disclose  their  serostatus. 

Moynihan  was  one  of  81  senators  who 
endorsed  a  July  18  amendment  introduced 
by  North  Carolina  Sen.  Jesse  Helms.  The 
amendment  would  impose  a  10-year  prison 
sentence,  a  $10,000  fine,  or  both,  on  health 
care  workers  who  know  they  are  HIV 
positive  and  do  not  inform  their  patients 
before  treating  them. 

On  the  same  day,  the  Senate  also  voted 
99-0  to  approve  an  amendment  introduced 
by  Sens.  Robert  Dole  (R-Kan.),  Orrin  Hatch 
(R-Utah)  and  George  Mitchell  (D-Maine). 
This  amendment  mandates  that  states 
implement  the  recent  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  guidelines  within  a  year.  (See  GCN, 
Vol.  19.  No.  2). 

“What's  especially  frightening  is  that  the 
Senate  passed  such  harsh  measures  in  total 
ignorance,  given  the  lack  of  data  suggesting 
a  substantive  risk  of  transmission  of  HIV 
from  health  care  provider  to  patient,"  said 
Don  Arters  of  ACT  UP/New  York.  “This  is  a 
witchhunt  against  health  care  workers  and 
tantamount  to  federal  sanction  of  AIDS 
hysteria." 

Protesters  picketed  outside  the  Chrysler 
Building  while  individuals  were  allowed  to 
go  into  Moynihan’s  office  and  speak  with  an 
aide,  one  at  a  time. 
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Mike  Carson  of  ACT  UP  told  GCN  that 
“somehow  they  [Moynihan’s  office]  got 
word  of  the  protest  and  there  were  many 
security  guards  who  boxed  us  in.” 

According  to  Arters,  a  nationwide  health 
care  workers’  strike  is  being  planned  to 
prevent  passage  of  the  Helms  and 
Dole/Mitchell/Hatch  amendments.  “ACT  UP 
holds  every  senator  who  approved  the 
amendments  accountable  for  the  lives  the 
will  destroy,”  he  said. 

— Jacob  Smith  Yang 

Karen  Thompson 
to  speak  in 
Provincetown 

PROVINCETOWN,  Mass.— Karen 
Thompson,  a  lesbian  who  has  been  fighting 
for  eight  years  for  the  rights  of  her  disabled 
lover,  Sharon  Kowalski,  will  speak  in 
Provincetown  Aug.  10  as  part  of  a  joint 
benefit  for  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund  and  the  Provincetown  AIDS 
Support  Group.  The  author  of  the 
Connecticut  gay  rights  bill,  passed  in  April 
of  this  year,  is  also  scheduled  to  speak. 

Connecticut  became  the  fourth  state  to 
grant  civil  rights  to  lesbians  and  gay  men 
when  it  passed  the  bill,  written  by  state  Rep. 
Joseph  Grabarz,  who  is  the  only  openly  gay 
public  elected  official  in  the  state. 

Thompson  lost  the  latest  battle  in  her 
attempt  to  gain  guardianship  of  Kowalski, 
who  was  severely  brain-damaged  in  a  1983 
car  accident,  when  a  judge  in  Minnesota 
granted  guardianship  to  a  friend  of 
Kowalski’s  parents.  Despite  evidence  that 
Kowalski  wants  to  live  with  Thompson  and 
thrives  under  her  lover’s  care,  Kowalski’s 
parents  have  fought  to  deny  her  the 
opportunity  to  move  to  Thompson’s  home  in 
St.  Cloud,  Minn.  Thompson  has  appealed  the 
decision. 

A  hotline  has  been  established  to  pressure 
Minnesota  Gov.  Arne  Carlson  to  intervene 
on  behalf  on  Kowalski,  who  is  now  confined 
to  a  nursing  home  and  does  not  receive 
rehabilitative  care.  Each  call  to  the  number 
costs  $6.25,  part  of  which  goes  to  pay  for 
Thompson’s  legal  expenses.  The  number  is 
(800)  325-6000,  i.d.  #9860. 

The  deck  benefit  party,  to  be  held  at  6:00 
pm.  at  the  home  of  David  Jarrett  at  the  end 
of  Point  Street  in  Provincetown,  is  open  to 
donors  who  contribute  $35.  A  private 
reception  will  be  held  before  the  party  at 
4:00  p.m.  at  the  Red  Inn  on  Commercial 
Street  for  those  who  contribute  at  least  $250. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained  by 
calling  (508)  487-1883  or  (800)  677-8696., 

— Dawn  Schmitz 

Frat  members 
suspended  for  T- 
shirt  depicting 
gaybashing 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y. — The  national  office 
of  the  Alpha  Chi  Rho  fraternity  has 
suspended  its  affiliate  at  Syracuse  University 
for  selling  T-shirts  with  anti-gay  slogans, 
including  one  that  advocates  gaybashing, 
according  to  an  Associated  Press  dispatch. 

The  school’s  Gay,  Lesbian  and  Bisexual 
Student  Association  complained  about  the  T- 
shirts  that  proclaim  “Homophobic  and  Proud 
of  It!”  and  depict  a  limp  wrist  with  a  slash 
through  it.  The  back  of  the  shirts  read  “Club 
Faggots,  Not  Seals,"  accompanied  by  the 
fraternity’s  symbol — a  muscled  crow  — 
holding  a  club  and  standing  over  a  prone, 
faceless  figure.  Adjacent  to  the  figure  is  a 
seal  hoisting  a  mug  of  beer. 

"This  is  offensive  to  us,  as  I’m  sure  it  is  to 
the  vast  majority,”  said  Jim  Spencer, 
executive  director  of  Alpha  Chi  Rho’s 
national  office.  According  to  Spencer,  all  54 
members  of  the  Syracuse  chapter  were 
suspended.  Because  the  complaint  was 
received  after  the  school  closed  for  the 
summer  and  no  thorough  investigation  took 
place,  the  suspended  students  can  appeal  the 
decision  and  rejoin  the  fraternity. 

University  officials  are  conducting  their 
own  investigation  and  hope  to  decide  by  late 
July  whether  or  not  to  discipline  the  students. 
"I’m  still  going  to  pressure  the  university  to 
do  something,”  said  Charlie  McDonald,  co- 
president  of  the  school’s  gay,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  group,  "because  I  would  like  to  see 
the  university  impose  some  kind  of 
education  [on  the  fraternity  members]." 

— Marjorie  Bryer 
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•  IramDCAL  •  Group  •Corns 

Allan  Singer  L.I.C.S.W. 
Psychotherapist 

Coput  Sq.  Bostos,  MA  (617)  286-2240 
Health  ikssbance  accepted 


Dr.  Laurie  Livingston 

LICENSED  PSYCHOLOGIST 

Anxiety  -  Phobias  ■  Stress 

1131  Beacon  St.  Suite  I 
Brookline, Ma.  02146 
(617)734-5779 


HIV  Asymptomatic  Support 
group:  12  week  group 

PVVA  Symptomatic  Support 
Group:  on-going  group  starting 
September  1 

Discordant  Couples  Group: 

12  week  group  for  gay  male  couples 
with  different  HIV  status.  Starting 
in  August 

Women  with  HIV  Group 

HIV  Orientation  Group:  8  week 
group  starting  in  August 


for  more  information  call  Ann 
at  617-267-0900  X302 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS  C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 

1-800-339-2006 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 


581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund 

•  Barbara  Macy 

•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 
Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  • 
Domestic  Relationships  •  Discrimination 
•  Probate  of  Estates  •  Driving  Under  the 
Influence  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Pracitice  of  Law  • 
Condo  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  266-0760 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches.  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis.  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


SKI  X  AND  SLOPE 
PRIVATE  BATHS 
SWIMMING  POOL 
TAVERN  ROOM 
JACUZZI 


FOR  WOMEN 


Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampihire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goosj  1  a  bed  ond  breakfast 
inn  offering  country  charm.  2.  a  vocation  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  A  VISA 

90  minutes  from  Boston 


Aftershocks  in 
Milwaukee 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists  charge  local  cops  and  media  with 
racist  and  homophobic  attitudes  in  handling  the  Jeffrey 
Dahmer  serial  murders  case 


Elaine  Noble,  concession  speech,  1978 


Noble  plans 
political  comeback 

After  keeping  a  low  profile  in  Cambridge  politics,  former  state 
legislator  Elaine  Noble  declares  her  candidacy  for  City  Council 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass. — Elaine  Noble, 
who  in  1974  became  the  country’s  first 
openly  gay  state  legislator,  announced  July 
31  that  she  intends  to  run  for  the  Cambridge 
City  Council.  If  she  wins  in  November,  she 
will  be  the  first  openly  gay  or  lesbian  person 
on  the  council. 

Noble’s  candidacy,  announced  on  the  day 
her  nominating  papers  were  due,  came  as  a 
surprise  to  some  people  familiar  with 
Cambridge  politics.  “Openly  lesbian  and  gay 
candidates  are  always  welcome  in  any 
election,”  lesbian  activist  Sue  Hyde  told 
GCN,  adding,  “Elaine’s  position  relative  to 
issues  of  importance  to  Cambridge  will  have 
to  be  fleshed  out  by  her  during  the 
campaign.” 

Regarding  one  such  issue,  Hyde  said, 
“Identity  candidacies  tend  to  be  somewhat 

Activists 


By  Dawn  Schmitz 

WASHINGTON — African  American 
AIDS  activists  conducted  a  precedent-setting 
briefing  for  the  Congressional  Black  Caucus 
July  18,  in  an  attempt,  one  activist  said,  to 
challenge  African  American  legislators  to 
take  a  leadership  role  in  fighting  AIDS  in 
their  communities.  Belinda  Rochelle,  health 
issues  lobbyist  for  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF),  said,  “there  is 
an  amazing  amount  of  denial”  about  the 
impact  of  AIDS  in  these  communities. 

The  briefing,  which  was  chaired  by  Rep. 
Maxine  Waters  (D-Calif.)  was  only  attended 
by  one  other  member  of  the  26-member 
Black  Caucus — Mervyn  M.  Dymally,  also 
from  California.  Six  members  of  the  Caucus 
sent  staff  members.  Rochelle  told  GCN  that 
although  she  had  expected  a  better  turnout, 
she  was  optimistic  that  another  briefing — to 
be  held  in  September  or  October — would 
attract  a  greater  number  of  House  members. 
There  are  no  African  American  senators. 

According  to  Rochelle,  “Many  [on  the 
Black  Caucus]  have  good  voting  records  on 
AIDS  issues,  and  now  they  need  to  start 
talking  about  AIDS  issues.”  She  said  that  not 
only  are  Black  members  of  Congress 
legislators,  they  are  community  leaders  by 
virtue  of  holding  positions  such  as  lawyers 
and  ministers.  Yet  “leadership  wasn’t 
happening”  on  the  issue,  she  said. 

Anita  Taylor,  public  policy  director  for  the 
National  Minority  AIDS  Council,  said,  “The 
intent  of  the  hearing  was  to  get  AIDS 
activists,  lobbyists  and  legislators  to  join 
forces.”  Taylor  told  GCN  she  felt  those 
attending  the  hearing  were  “very  attentive.” 
She  stressed  that  this  hearing  was  one  in  a 
series  which  will  include  hearings  for  the 
Congressional  Hispanic  Caucus  as  well  as 
additional  workshops  and  forums  dealing 
with  such  issues  as  women  of  color  living 
with  HIV.  “Our  hope  is  to  come  out  of  all  of 
this  with  legislation  that  touches  on  the  basic 


shallow,  and  we  just  need  to  see  what  kinds 
of  substantive  support  she  intends  to  offer 
rent  control.”  That,  Hyde  said,  will  be  central 
to  everyone’s  campaign  for  city  hall. 

Noble  said  she  is  in  favor  of  rent  control 
and  that  she  opposes  tax  increases.  She  also 
said,  however,  that  she  believes  the  city’s 
relatively  good  fiscal  health  may  be 
precarious.  “You  have  to  stop  spending  at  the 
rate  people  are  spending,”  she  told  GCN, 
because  she  foresees  Cambridge  going  the 
way  of  many  larger  cities  that  are  cutting 
essential  services  in  order  to  balance  the 
budget.  Cambridge  has  a  “small  town 
mentality  in  a  cosmopolitan  environment,” 
she  said. 

Ways  to  cut  spending,  Noble  said,  include 
consolidating  city  commissions,  the 
Children’s  Council  and  the  Human  Rights 

Continued  on  page  5 
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Belinda  Rochelle 


needs  of  those  specific  groups,”  she  said. 

According  to  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control,  37  percent  of  people  with  AIDS  are 
African  American,  and  more  than  half  of 
women  with  AIDS  and  children  with  AIDS 
are  African  American.  Yet  only  11  percent  of 
patients  in  U.S.  AIDS  clinical  trials  are 
African  American.  Rochelle  said  the 
availability  of  clinical  trials  for  African 
Americans  is  one  area  to  address  in 
legislation,  pointing  out  that  the  effectiveness 
of  AZT — the  most  widely  available  drug 
treatment  for  AIDS — on  African  Americans 
has  been  questioned. 

Waters,  Rochelle  and  Taylor  are  expected 
to  begin  work  on  legislation  focusing  on 
clinical  trials.  Because  Waters  is  on  the 
House  Veterans  Affairs  Committee,  Rochelle 
said,  the  legislation  will  involve 
appropriating  funds  to  begin  clinical  trials 
involving  Black  men,  who  make  up  35 
percent  of  people  with  AIDS  in  V.A. 

Continued  on  page  5 


By  Jamakaya 

MILWAUKEE — A  gruesome  mass  murder 
uncovered  July  22  has  sent  shock  waves 
through  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  here, 
raising  fears  about  an  escalating  level  of  anti¬ 
gay  violence  and  bringing  forth  renewed 
charges  of  racism  and  homophobia  against 
the  Milwaukee  Police  Department. 

The  dismembered  bodies  of  11  males  were 
discovered  in  the  apartment  of  Jeffrey  L. 
Dahmer,  31,  who  has  been  charged  in  the 
serial  murders.  Several  of  the  victims 
reportedly  met  their  alleged  killer  at  gay  bars 
or  at  Gay  Pride  events.  Other  bodies  were 
subsequently  found  in  Dahmer ’s  family’s 
home  in  rural  Ohio.  Of  the  13  victims 
positively  identified  thus  far,  1 1  were  African 
American,  one  was  Asian,  and  one  was 
white.  Dahmer  is  white. 

When  the  murder  story  broke  on  July  22, 
police  officers  at  the  scene  labeled  the  mass 
murders  “homosexual  overkill,”  a  phrase 
widely  reported  throughout  the  print  and 
broadcast  media.  Gay  and  lesbian 
community  leaders  denounced  the  phrase, 
calling  it  misleading  and  dangerous  rhetoric. 
“It  tarnishes  the  entire  gay  community  for  the 
acts  of  one  deranged  man,”  said  Scott 
Gunkel  of  Milwaukee’s  Lambda  Rights 
Network.  “It  ignores  the  violence  gays  are 
subjected  to  all  the  time  and  contributes  to 
greater  homophobia  and  public  fears  about 
us.” 

Even  though  the  media  backed  away  from 
the  term  a  few  days  later,  “it’s  going  to 
damage  people’s  already  limited  perception 
of  the  gay  community,”  Dan  Fons  of  Queer 
Nation/Milwaukee  said.  “Being  a 
heterosexual  or  a  homosexual  has  nothing  to 
do  with  being  a  serial  killer.  Words  like 
‘deranged,’  ‘mentally  ill’  and  ‘psychotic’  are 
more  accurate  terms  to  describe  it. 
‘Heterosexual’  or  ‘homosexual’  should  be 
way  down  on  the  list.” 

In  a  press  conference  on  July  24, 
Milwaukee  County  Medical  Examiner 
Jeffrey  M.  Jentzen  unequivocally  stated  that 
“homosexual  overkill"  was  not  applicable  in 
the  Dahmer  case.  Just  days  before,  however, 
Jentzen  himself  used  the  phrase  repeatedly  in 
an  unrelated  murder  case. 

By  the  time  the  phrase  was  disclaimed, 
however,  its  on  the  city’s  gay  and  lesbian 
community  was  already  being  felt. 

Talk  show  hosts,  including  WISN’s  Mark 
Belling,  picked  up  on  the  anti-gay  tone  and 
suggested  that  Dahmer’s  murder  spree  was 
the  logical  result  of  homosexual  behavior  and 
that  the  victims  had  brought  their  fates  upon 
themselves.  Attorney  Thomas  Martin 
obtained  a  restraining  order  against  an  East 
Side  couple  who  began  verbally  harassing  a 
neighbor,  using  anti-gay  epithets  and 
threatening  his  safety.  The  man  has  since  fled 
his  home.  Gay  bar  owners  have  reported 
numerous  bomb  threats,  and  the  level  of  anti¬ 
gay  slurs  yelled  from  passing  cars  outside  the 
bars  has  intensified. 

Attorney  Kathleen  Hume  said  her 
“greatest  concern”  is  that  the  district  attorney 
has  not  charged  Dahmer  under  Wisconsin’s 
hate  crimes  statute  despite  the  victims’  races 
and  sexual  orientation,  and  racist  and 
homophobic  comments  made  by  Dahmer. 

Serious  allegations  of  police  negligence 
have  renewed  charges  of  racism  and 
homophobia  on  the  part  of  the  Milwaukee 
Police  Department,  in  one  widely  reported 
instance,  on  May  27  police  failed  to  rescue 
14-year-old  Konerak  Sinthasomphone  after 
finding  him  in  an  alley — naked,  incoherent 
and  bleeding  from  the  buttocks — trying  to 
flee  from  Dahmer.  Sandra  Smith  and  Nicole 
Childress  called  the  police  and  tried  to  shield 
the  youth  from  Dahmer. 

When  the  police  arrived,  Childress  and 
Smith  say,  they  listened  only  to  Dahmer,  who 
claimed  the  youth  was  19  years  old  and  that 
they  were  just  having  a  lover’s  quarrel. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  Milwaukee 
Sentinel,  when  Childress  continued  to  defend 
Sinthasomphone,  the  officer  “told  us  to  get 
lost  or  he  would  take  us  downtown.”  When 
Smith’s  mother  followed  up  by  calling  the 
police  an  hour  later,  she  was  told  the 
situation  was  under  control  and  that  the 
incident  was  merely  a  “domestic  squabble 
between  homosexuals.” 

A  few  days  after  the  incident  on  May  27, 
Sinthasomphone’s  disappearance  was 
reported  in  the  local  print  and  broadcast 
media,  and  the  youth’s  family  filed  a  missing 
person’s  report.  Sinthasomphone’s  body  was 
among  those  identified  by  the  county 
medical  examiner’s  office. 

Representatives  of  the  African  American 


Jeffrey  Dahmer 

and  gay  communities  expressed  outrage  at 
the  racism  and  homophobia  that  they  believe 
kept  the  police  from  investigating  all  the 
disappearances  more  aggressively.  Speaking 
at  a  July  26  protest  outside  Dahmer’s 
apartment  building.  Rev.  LeHavre  Buck, 
director  of  the  Harambee  Ombudsman 
Project,  declared,  “People  of  color  are  always 
viewed  as  the  criminal.  If  that  had  been  a 
Black  man  chasing  a  white  boy  down  the 
alley,  he  wouldn’t  have  killed  anybody  else. 
They  would  have  investigated  and  done 
everything  to  find  out  what’s  going  on.  This 
is  crazy.” 

Queer  Nation’s  Dan  Fons  concurred.  “It’s 
pretty  clear  that  if  the  people  disappearing 
had  been  white  daughters  of  middle-class 
people,  the  police  would  have  been  doing  a 
thorough  statewide  search  until  they  found 
out  who  was  responsible.  Because  it  was  a 
lot  of  Black  men,  some  of  them  known  to  be 
gay,  it  was  ignored  completely.  It  should 
have  been  stopped  much  earlier.” 

Scott  Gunkel,  who  tends  bar  at 
Milwaukee’s  Club  219,  commented  on  the 
slow  response  time  of  police  who  are  called 
to  an  altercation  or  a  gaybashing  incident  at 
the  bars.  Similar  complaints  are  common  in 
the  African  American  community.  According 
to  Gunkel,  after  the  disappearance  of  Tony 
Hughes  in  May,  Hughes’s  family  circulated  a 
flier  in  gay  bars  and  at  June’s  Gay  Pride 
parade,  asking  for  tips  about  his  whereabouts 
and  spreading  word  of  his  disappearance. 
“Where  were  the  police  detectives?  Why 
weren’t  they  doing  their  job?”  Gunkel  also 
questions  why  the  police  investigating  the 
“domestic  squabble”  between  Dahmer  and 
Sinthasomphone  didn’t  invoke  Wisconsin’s 
mandatory  arrest  law  for  domestic  violence 
cases. 

State  Rep.  Gwen  Moore  has  called  for  the 
state  attorney  general’s  office  to  conduct  an 
independent  investigation  of  all  of  the  actions 
and  procedures  of  the  Milwaukee  Police 
Department.  She  has  received  reports  of 
jokes  about  “niggers”  and  “fags”  circulating 
among  police  officers.  Any  internal 
investigation  by  the  police  themselves  would 
lack  credibility,  Moore  said. 

At  a  July  29  press  conference,  leaders  of 
Milwaukee’s  gay  and  lesbian  community 
lambasted  the  media  for  its  sensationalistic 
coverage  and  the  police  for  their  apparent 
negligence  in  the  case.  Like  Moore,  they 
called  for  an  independent  investigation  of  the 
police  and  for  ongoing  education  on  gay  and 
lesbian  issues  for  all  police  staff.  They  also 
demanded  that  an  official  liaison  from  the 
police  work  with  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  and  called  for  leadership  from 
the  mayor’s  office  and  the  Police  and  Fire 
Commission  in  implementing  the  reforms. 

Milwaukee  Mayor  John  O.  Norquist  first 
issued  a  statement  addressing  the  events 
‘enveloping  his  city  one  week  after  the  bodies 
were  found.  “If  the  allegations  are  confirmed 
by  a  court  of  law,"  Norquist’s  statement  read, 
“it  appears  not  only  were  the  slayings 
vicious,  but  they  were  racist  and 
homophobic.  This  city  will  do  absolutely 
everything  within  its  power  to  ensure  that  the 
person  responsible  for  these  unspeakable 
crimes  is  put  behind  bars  and  never,  ever  let 
out” 

A  candlelight  vigil  to  remember  the 
victims  of  Jeffrey  Dahmer  is  expected  to 
bring  thousands  of  Wisconsin  residents  into 
the  streets  of  Milwaukee  on  August  5.  The 
vigil  is  sponsored  by  a  broad  coalition  of 

Continued  on  page  5 
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Community  Voices 


It  ain’t  all  gay  in 
P’town 

Dear  GCN: 

Last  weekend  in  P-town  I  had  an 
experience  that  I  would  like  to  share. 

I  was  sitting  in  the  park  behind  the  Town 
Hall  with  another  woman,  whom  I  was 
embracing.  A  group  of  “yahoos”  (in  this 
case,  6  or  so  young  males  in  their  early  20s, 
max,  and  locals)  began  yelling  at  us  from  the 
monument,  things  like:  “Fucking  dykes,  you 
should  go  to  the  beach  for  that,  don’t  you 
know  they’re  children  here!” 

We  chose  to  ignore  them.  About  15 
minutes  later  a  police  officer  approached  us, 
stating  he  had  received  a  complaint. 
Apparently,  we  had  removed  our  shirts  and 
were  fondling  each  other’s  breasts.  (We 
weren’t)  We  told  the  officer  we  were  being 
verbally  harassed.  He  said  not  to  worry,  his 
supervisor  would  be  there  soon. 

We  chose  to  remain  in  our  places,  and 
eventually  the  2  officers  returned  from 
talking  to  them.  During  our  discussion  I  was 
informed  that  we  had  no  rights  against  verbal 
abuse  (free  speech)  unless  they  were  so  loud 
as  to  “disturb  the  peace”  OR  unless  they  had 
threatened  violence. 

Incidentally,  I  was  informed  that  “we’ve 
had  these  guys  in  before.”  Seems  the  object 
of  their  game  is  to  “bate"  us,  and  get  US  to 
threaten  THEM.  Then  they  run  to  the  police 
with  the  complaint. 

Oh.  Great  Glad  I  asked. 

So  beware  the  next  time  you’re  in  friendly 
P-town.  It  ain’t  all  fun  and  gay. 

Nancy  Irwin 
Somerville,  Mass. 

More  on  Mandela 

Dear  GCN: 

In  my  speaking  out,  “Why  won’t 
progressives  speak  out  against  Winnie 
Mandela,”  in  the  July  7-13  of  GCN,  I  stated 
that  I  had  seen  no  criticism  of  Mandela  in  the 
progressive  lesbian/gay  press,  and 
specifically  criticized  Simon  Nkoli  for  not 
speaking  out.  However,  today  I  came  across 
a  copy  of  BLK  from  May  1991  which 
contains  an  excellent  article  called  “Has 
Winnie  Lost  It?”  which  covers  the  issue  of 
Mandela’s  queerbashing  and  her  heterosexist 
defense  in  the  courtroom  in  detail,  and 
documents  the  efforts  of  Simon  Nkoli  and 
the  Gay  Lesbian  Organization  of  the 
Witwatersrand  (GLOW)  to  raise  the  issue  of 
Mandela’s  bigotry  in  South  Africa.  I 
apologize  to  Simon  Nkoli  for  my  unjustified 
criticism. 

However,  the  fact  that  the  activities  of 
Nkoli  and  GLOW  were  not  covered  in  most 
of  the  gay/lesbian  press,  including  GCN, 
further  substantiates  my  point,  which  is  that 
most  lesbian/gay  progressives  in  the  United 
States  have  failed  to  deal  adequately  with 
this  issue. 

Joe  Peacott 
Boston,  Mass. 

Error 

Dear  GCN: 

Some  time  ago  I  wrote  a  letter  to  you 
(which  appeared  in  the  letters  column  in  the 
issue  dated  May  26-June  1,  1991),  where  I 
stated  in  part:  “We  make  up  29  percent  of  the 
at-large  population  here  at  Angola.”  This  is 
incorrect;  a  mistake.  Afrikans  (in  America) 
make  up  29  percent  of  the  population  of 
Louisiana,  and  74  percent  of  the  prison 
population  of  the  Louisiana  State 
Penitentiary,  at  Angola,  Louisiana.  I 
apologize  for  this  error  and  whatever  harm 
that  it  may  have  caused. 

In  struggle, 

Chui 

Albert  Chui  Clark  79909 

CCR,  A-9 

Louisiana  State  Penitentiary 

Angola,  LA  70712 

We  have  not  lost  the 
battle 

Dear  GCN  : 

While  I  appreciate  the  point  of  Michael 
Bronski’s  (GCN,  June  21-27)  essay  on  the 
straight  theft  of  gay  culture,  there  are  several 
points  in  it  with  which  I  must  take  issue.  The 
tone  of  Bronski’s  piece,  as  well  as  certain 
comments  in  the  opening  and  closing 
sections,  suggest  that  queer  responses  to 
heterosexism  other  than  full-time  cultural 
separatism  arc  misguided,  ineffectual  and 
counterproductive  since  heterosexuals  are 
the  aiemy,  and  an  unredeemable  one  at  that. 
Perhaps  the  latter  point  is  true  where  the 
issue  of  culture  theft  is  concerned,  but 
Bronski's  disparagement  of  the  kind  of 
educational  work  represented  in  Backfire 
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ignores  some  hard  truths  about  how 
heterosexism  is  maintained  and  how  it  could 
be  transformed. 

Heterosexism  is  a  matter  of  information, 
of  informal  (and  sometimes  formal)  rules,  of 
folk  knowledge.  It  is  built  into  our  social 
structure  through  taken-for-granted  norms, 
and  maintained  by  being  constantly 
reproduced  in  thought,  word,  gesture  and 
action  by  people  of  all  sexualities.  We 
“carry”  heterosexism  in  our  emotions,  our 
values,  our  understanding  of  whom  and  what 
to  root  for  or  against  People  who  engage  in 
legal  or  casual  discrimination  against  us  may 
generally  be  well-intentioned  and  kindly,  but 
have  spent  their  entire  lives  learning  to  hate, 
fear  and  devalue  us.  The  more  institutional 
forms  of  heterosexism  require  heterosexist 
individuals  to  enforce  them,  and  would  not 
exist  in  the  first  place  without  a  long  history 
of  misinformation  about  homosexuality. 

Thus,  while  focusing  solely  on 
heterosexuals  as  the  enemy  may  help  us 
build  better  fortress  walls,  it  will  not  help  us 
end  heterosexism.  We  cannot  simply  write 
heterosexuals  off  if  we  are  ever  to  interrupt 
the  feedback  loop  by  which  we  are  judged, 
defined,  rendered  invisible  and  otherwise 
disenfranchised.  Education  efforts  such  as 
the  Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual  Speakers’  Bureau 
and  Backfire  play  a  crucial  role  in 
transforming  our  society,  whether  by 
challenging  homophobic  individuals  to 
rethink  their  ideas  or  by  challenging 
heterosexual  allies  to  examine  taken-for- 
granted  ways  of  being  which  reinforce 
heterosexism  as  a  system. 

Backfire's  specific  project  is  also 
necessary.  While  it  goes  without  saying  that 
heterosexuals  benefit  from  heterosexism, 
framing  our  work  solely  around  this  fact  is 
not  likely  to  be  useful;  just  as  whites 
confronting  racism  and  men  confronting 
sexism  tend  to  react  defensively  to 
accusations  of  privilege,  so  too  with 
heterosexuals.  The  privilege  is,  of  course, 
there,  but  it  is  not  the  best  place  to  start  the 
dialogue  or  anger;  guilt  and  defensiveness 
will  prevent  any  possible  learning  from 
taking  place.  And  we  will  not  make  a  dent  in 
heterosexism  unless  heterosexuals  are  aided 
in  transforming  their  ideas  about 
homosexuality.  Backfire  marshals  arguments 
which  will  directly  educate  some 
heterosexual  readers,  and  will  serve  as  a 
resource  to  all  anti-heterosexism  educators. 

We  have  not  lost  “both  the  battle  and  the 
war”  against  heterosexism  yet,  and  we  will 
not  do  so  unless  we  completely  give  up  on 
transforming  social  understandings  about 
homosexuality  and  retreat  forever  into  our 
ghettoes  and  our  anger. 

La  lucha  continua, 
Amanda  Udis-Kessler 
Somerville,  Mass. 

Keep  writing  those 
letters 

Dear  GCN: 

I  want  to  thank  you  for  putting  my  letter  in 
your  paper.  I  forgot  to  put  a  very  important 
part  in  that  article  or  letter.  The  doctor  only 
looked  me  over  by  sight,  and  I  believe  he 
was  a  psychiatrist  instead  of  a  doctor  that 
knows  internal  medicine.  He  had  the  nurse 
give  me  eight  pills  of  naprosyn  for  four  days. 
It  did  not  help  with  my  pain  at  all — and  the 
doctor  and  nurse  just  looked  at  me  while  I 
was  suffering  in  severe  pain  with  my  left  leg 
and  spine. 

What  shocks  me  about  this  prison  is  that 
staff  break  the  rules  and  bend  them  around 
every  way  they  can.  The  rule  book  states 
that  no  staff  member  is  to  give  any  prisoner 
any  kind  of  retaliation  for  putting  in  a 
grievance  appeal.  I  and  some  other  inmates 
how  are  disabled  have  been  threatened  to  be 
sent  to  the  Hole  or  administrative  lockdown, 
just  for  telling  the  truth  about  the  conditions 
in  this  prison. 

I  was  sent  to  prison  for  accidentally 
assaulting  my  lover.  We  were  married 
through  M.C.C  in  San  Francisco,  Calif.  My 
lover  supposedly  killed  himself  one  year  and 
two  months  later  over  putting  me  in  prison. 
He  tells  me  in  his  last  letters  he  had  a  couple 
of  guys  staying  with  him  to  help  him  out  on 
the  rent.  But  I  knew  there  was  more  to  it  than 
that,  so  I  was  stupid  enough  to  say  a  lot  of 
things  that  I  shouldn’t  have  said  and  I  also 
said  I  was  not  coming  home  ’cause  of  these 
men  he  had  living  with  him.  I  don’t  know 
how  long  it  was  after  he  read  or  got  that 
letter  before  he  killed  himself.  He  took  me 
serious. 

I  found  out  he  was  dead  through  the 
chaplain  in  this  prison  as  I  was  to  contact  the 
Public  Administration  Guard  later.  So  I 
called  right  away  'cause  I  could  not  believe 
what  I  was  hearing.  I  then  broke  down  and 
cried  in  front  of  a  chaplain  I  didn’t  know.  I 
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was  in  shock  and  couldn’t  even  ask  the  lady 
on  the  phone  anything  about  our  personal 
property  we  had  together.  I  called  later  on 
after  a  few  days  of  trying  to  gather  my 
thoughts.  My  bad  luck  hits  me  even  more. 
My  lover  is  dead,  my  property  and  his  are 
gone  lord  knows  where?  And  the  lady  from 
public  administration  guard  said  she  sent 
what  she  could  to  his  parents. 

I  tried  a  civil  federal  claim  in  court  and  my 
claim  was  good  for  a  number  I  got  on  a 
claim  form.  I  sent  a  federal  court  judge  all 
my  cases  and  claims,  but  the  months  went  by 
and  he  killed  a  lot  of  my  claims  in  court 
My  motor  home  got  taken  by  an  impound 
yard  and  set  on  fire  by  someone  and  I  lost 
my  lover  and  accidentally  hurt  him  and 
ended  up  in  prison,  getting  the  hell  beaten 
out  of  me.  Things  were  going  well  between 
my  lover  and  me  in  letters  and  Boom — D- 
day  hits  me  again. 

Beside  the  hell  of  medical  conditions  in 
both  prisons  I’ve  been  to,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  diet.  Even  if  they  do  have  a  lady 
who  is  supposed  to  give  inmates  diets,  we 
don’t  get  them.  But  what’s  even  nuttier  yet, 
we  inmates  on  the  upper  tiers  cannot  even 
get  brooms  and  mops  to  clean  our  cells. 

Thank  you  again  for  printing  my  letter, 
GCN,  god  bless  you,  prayers  and  love  from 
all  of  us  in  San  Quentin  who  are  gay  or 
otherwise.  I  pray  that  someone  high  up  in 
government  take  action  on  these  Calif, 
prisons  soon!  And  save  the  poor  tax  payers  a 
lot  of  money  they’re  paying  to  these  places 
for  nothing.  Cause  they  sure  don’t  have 
anything  at  all  for  us  disabled  and 
handicapped  and  mentally  ill  prisoners  in 
this  state. 

Yours  truly,  with  all  my  thanks  and  love, 
Mr.  Richard  C.  Engler  #  E-67076 
2-N-78  Lower 
Tamal.CA  94974 
RS.  To  all  disabled  and  handicapped  and 
mentally  ill  inmates.  Read  your  law  books 
and  don’t  give  up  writing  those  letters.  The 
pen  just  might  be  stronger  than  you  know. 


CORRECTIONS 

The  cover  photo  (vol.  19,  issue  1)  should 
have  been  credited  to  Ellen  Shub. 

Due  to  a  mechanical  error,  the  following 
text  from  Michael  Bronski’s  review  of  the 
film  Noir  et  Blanc  (vol.  19,  issue  3)  was  not 
complete. 

The  text  should  have  read: 

Williams’s  tale  is  a  simple 
obsessional  story  of  a  white  man 
who  becomes  involved  in  a  non- 
sexual  S/M  relationship  with  a 
Black  masseur.  As  the  physical 
sessions  continue,  they  gradually 
become  more  extreme.  The 
brilliance  of  Williams's  story  is  that 
he  managed,  as  usual,  to  make  the 
sexual  subtext  visceral  through 
indication  rather  than  explanation. 

You  can  feel  director  Devers 
attempting  to  find  the  visual 
equivalent  of  the  Williams  magic, 
but  she  does  not  quite  have  a  grip  on 
it  and,  thus,  does  not  manage  to 
invent  something  new. 

At  its  best,  Noir  et  Blanc  recalls 
the  haunting,  shady,  poetic  fairy  tale 
quality  of  such  classics  as  Franju’s 
Eyes  Without  a  Face  (released  in  the 
U.S.  with  the  grating  title  The 
Horrible  Dr.  Hitchcock)  or  even 
early  Louis  Malle  films  like  The 
Lovers.  But  Noir  et  Blanc  falls  short 
of  these  movies  because  of  its 
inability  to  find  a  poetic  language  to 
convey  its  considerable  emotional 
content.  There  are  some  fine 
sequences — Devers  has  an  uncanny 
ability  to  manipulate  light  and 
shadow  in  a  highly  erotic,  un- 
mannered  stream  of  visual 
consciousness — but  all  too  often  the 
film  feels  like  mere  surface.  Its 
imagery  is  beautiful  but  only  skin 
deep.  And  in  a  movie  about  deep, 
deadly  massage,  that  just  isn't 
enough. 

GCN  regrets  the  error. 
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Five 

Americans 

Kevin  Everson 
John  Lucas 
Nell  Runyon 
Jessica  Tanzer 
Arnold  Tunstall 

IN  COLLABORATION  presents  the 
photographic  works  of  Five  Americans. 

July  3rd  -  August  31st. 


374  South  Main  Street  Akron.  Ohio  44311 
11-7,  Tues.-Fri.  12-5,  Saturday 
Tel.  216.  535.  5544 

Photograph  'Bear  and  Aphra' Jessica  Tanzer  Cl 989 


Gay  Cruises! 
RSVP  -  Men 
Olivia  -  Women 
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Gay  Guesthouses  •  Tours  •  Resorts 
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INTERNATIONAL  0  A  Y  TRAVEL  ASSOCIATION 

Club  Med  All  Women's  Week  -  Playa  Blanca! 
Call  Victor  at  (617)  269-8550  Voice/TDD 


In  our  6th  Year  as  greater  Boston's  First  Gay  &  Lesbian 
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■  Return  of  Damaged  Parts 

■  Late-model  Rental  Availablity 

■  On-staff  Licensed  Appraiser 

■  Free  Follow-up  Service 


SPECIALIZING  IN 

■  Custom  Painting 

■  Euro-Sport  Look 

■  Classic  &  Antique  Cars 

■  Japanese,  German  & 
Scandinavian  Finishes 


106  Washington  Street,  Dedham,  MA  •  320-9835, 320-9836, 320-9837 
1  Block  from  Dedham  Mall  •  8am-6pm  Monday  -  Friday,  Saturday  by  appointment 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(617)  461-0098 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


Quality 

Printing 


(617)  524-6822 


for  a 
change 

94  GREEN  STREET 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 
an  estimate  at  524  6822  Monday 
through  Friday ,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

•  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  •  02130 


Condom 

Continued  from  page  1 
Boston’s  AIDS  Action  Committee  (A AC), 
told  GCN  that  he  thinks  that  the  program  is 
basically  good,  especially  in  the  fact  that  it 
recognizes  that  peers  are  the  most  effective 
educators  in  any  community.  He  did, 
however,  voice  reservations. 

“One  of  our  concerns  is  that  the  program 
will  need  consistent  government  leadership, 
day  in  and  day  out,  if  school  departments  are 
expected  to  implement  it  effectively,” 
Arons tein  said.  “We  are  talking  about  a  kind 
of  leadership  from  state  government  and  the 
governor  that  we  haven’t  seen  before,"  he 
added.  “After  all,  we  have  known  since  1985 
that  condom  distribution  was  needed,  yet 
only  now  is  state  government  coming 
around.” 

Aronstein  said  that  the  issue  of  condom 
distribution  is  still  embroiled  with  the 
politics  of  religion  in  Massachusetts.  He  said 
he  feared  the  governor’s  attempts  to  please 
those  vocally  opposed  to  condom 
distribution  may  jeopardize  the  program. 

“There  also  needs  to  be  a  next  step  of 
expanding  the  places  where  one  can  pick  up 
condoms,”  said  Aronstein. 

Public  Health  Commissioner  David 
Mulligan  said  that  the  program  plans  to 
distribute  1.5  million  condoms  next  fall. 

McCormack  explained  that,  with  respect 
to  condom  availability,  it  would  be  up  to 
local  school  officials  and  community  leaders 
whether  or  not  to  actually  implement 
distribution.  “Should  they  choose  to  provide 
condoms  in  schools,  they  [school  officials] 
can  request  an  order  form  and  we  will 
provide  the  condoms.” 

Currently,  Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin  is 
the  only  Massachusetts  public  high  school 
that  has  condom  distribution  to  students.  “It 
was  a  student-initiated  activity,  and  they 
moved  to  get  the  parents  and  school  officials 
behind  them,”  said  Jennifer  Burgess- 
Wolfrum,  director  of  Cambridge  Cares 
About  AIDS,  a  cooperative  citywide  AIDS 
program.  “In  1988,  students  were 
distributing  condoms  and  educational 
materials  in  envelopes  in  the  hallways,  and 
they  approached  the  school  board,  not  asking 
for  permission,  but  for  support,” 

Burgess-Wolfrum  said  that  concerned 
school  officials  opened  the  issue  up  to  public 
hearings.  “The  hearings  were  incredible,” 
she  said.  “We  found  out  that  there  was 
overwhelming  support  for  condom 
distribution  from  parents  and  the  general 
public.  A  small,  very  vocal  group  showed  up 
expressing  ‘moral  objections,’  but  most  of 
them  were  not  even  from  the  community.” 

Following  the  hearings,  the  Cambridge 
School  Committee  voted  to  allow  condom 
distribution  through  the  high  school  health 
cotter.  An  adult  counselor,  instead  of  a  peer 
counselor,  was  available  to  discuss  issues 
surrounding  condoms. 

“The  student  leaders  still  felt  that  condoms 
should  be  distributed  by  peers  in  the  hallway, 
but  that  aspect  was  taken  out,”  said  Burgess- 
Wolfrum. 

Burgess-Wolfrum  said  she  absolutely 
supported  the  proposed  state  program,  but 
had  concerns  about  its  implementation.  “I 
don’t  know  how  much  they  have  talked  to 
local  school  officials,  but  if  they  haven’t  laid 
the  groundwork,  I  think  it  will  take  at  least 
another  year  before  the  program  is 
implemented,"  she  said.  “I  went  through  all 
the  hearings  at  Cambridge  Rindge  and  Latin 
and  it  does  take  a  lot  of  perseverance. 

“It  also  takes  a  long  time  to  get  through 
the  Department  of  Public  Health’s 
bureacracy,”  said  Burgess-Wolfrum.  □ 


Continued  from  page  3 
hospitals. 

Taylor,  who  organized  the  briefing,  said 
she  also  hopes  to  see  legislation  addressing 
the  needs  of  women  living  with  HIV  who 
contracted  the  virus  through  IV  drug  use. 
There  is  a  great  need,  she  said,  for  substance 
abuse  treatment  centers  that  are  appropriate 
for  people  with  HIV  and  AIDS,  particularly 
in  poor  communities  of  color. 

According  to  Rochelle,  there  is  currently 
no  legislation  that  specifically  addresses  the 
needs  of  people  of  color  with  AIDS; 
however,  the  Women’s  Health  Equity  Act 
includes  appropriations  specific  to  women  of 
color.  She  said  the  act  encompasses  22  bills 
addressing  women’s  health  issues  such  as 
breast  and  cervical  cancer,  and  two  that 
address  AIDS.  One  of  these  addresses 
prevention  and  the  other  focuses  on  clinical 
trials.  However,  Rochelle  said  the  act  is 
failing  in  Congress  because  Secretary  of 
Health  Louis  Sullivan  said  publicly  its 
measures  were  too  costly  and  unnecessary. 
AIDS  is  the  leading  cause  of  death  among 
African  American  women  in  New  York  City, 
according  to  the  NGLTF. 

Access  to  health  care  was  named  by 
activists  as  a  primary  concern  for  people  of 
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color.  “For  women  [of  color]  it’s  a  whole 
issue  of  access  to  health  care,"  Taylor  said. 
“We’re  starting  with  ground  zero.” 
According  to  the  NGLTF,  many  African 
Americans  die  in  the  first  month  of 
diagnoses.  Whites  tend  to  live  much  longer. 
Rochelle  stated,  “The  reason  African 
Americans  are  dying  faster  is  because  they 
don't  have  access  [to  health  care.]" 

In  her  statement  to  the  Caucus  Waters 
said,  “We  are  obligated  to  ensure  that  our 
community’s  needs,  as  defined  by  our 
community,  are  not  excluded  from 
discussions  of  universal  access  to  health 
care....  Our  work  is  cut  out  for  us  as  we 
deliberate  over  universal  access  to  health 
care,  child  care,  Medicaid,  long-term  care, 
substance  abuse,  homelessness,  and  the 
grave  results  of  homophobia.  HIV  impacts 
all  of  these.” 

Rochelle  told  GCN  one  of  the  main 
reasons  for  pushing  African  American 
legislators  on  the  AIDS  issues  is  that  people 
of  color  themselves  need  to  work  on  the 
issue  in  their  own  communities.  "We  decided 
that  we’d  had  enough  and  we  needed  to  take 
a  proactive  stand  on  AIDS  issue  and  not  let 
white  AIDS  activists  determine  what  the 
African  American  AIDS  agenda  should  be,” 
she  said.  “If  our  community  is  to  respond, 
then  we  need  to  take  the  message  to  our  own 
communities. 

—filed  from  Boston 

Noble 

Continued  from  page  3 

Commission  in  particular.  She  also  favors  a 
magnet  school  system  over  a  neighborhood 
school  system,  saying  it  would  take  “care  of 
and  provide  for  those  children  at  risk  as  well 
as  those  who  excel.” 

Noble  said  she  would  be  “very  happy”  to 
champion  a  domestic  partnership  ordinance 
in  Cambridge;  however,  she  expressed 
reservations  about  cost  to  the  city  of 
providing  health  insurance  to  partners  of  city 
employees.  “I  think  that’s  a  question  we  have 
to  sit  down  and  think  through,”  she  said.  “I 
don’t  have  those  answers,  but  I  feel  real 
comfortable  raising  the  issue.” 

Noble  came  under  fire  in  the  late  1980s 
when  she  attempted  to  open  a  for-profit 
alcohol  and  drug  treatment  center  in  East 
Cambridge.  She  has  said  opposition  to  the 
cotter  was  due  to  homophobia  on  the  part  of 
city  officials,  while  others  have  charged  that 
she  failed  to  solicit  community  support 
before  starting  the  pro j  ecu 

Lesbian  and  gay  activists  have  also 
criticized  Noble  for  her  strong  support  of 
Michael  Dukakis’s  presidential  campaign 
early  in  the  primaries,  and  her  lack  of 
criticism  for  his  openly  homophobic  foster 
for  care  policies. 

Noble  told  GCN ,  “Maybe  it’s  time 
Cambridge  had  an  openly  gay  person  on  the 
council,”  and  said  she  does  not  know  if 
Cambridge’s  peculiar  style  of  elections  and 
city  government  would  help  her  in  her  bid. 
Cambridge  uses  Plan  E  city  government, 
which  means,  in  part,  that  voters  rank  their 
choices  for  city  council.  Points  are  awarded 
on  the  basis  of  voters’  rankings  (along  with 
the  number  of  candidates  a  voter  chooses  to 
rank),  and  those  points  are  tallied  to 
determine  who  is  elected. 

Noble  said  she  is  in  favor  of  exploring 
ways  to  change  the  city’s  electoral  system, 
by  which  the  mayor  is  elected  from  among 
the  council  members  and  the  city  manager  is 
appointed  by  the  council.  She  said  the  mayor 
should  be  elected  among  the  people,  and 
given  more  power. 

Kevin  Cathcart,  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Advocates  and  Defenders,  told  GCN, 
“Cambridge  is  ready  to  elect  an  openly  gay 
person  to  the  city  council.”  He  said  he  felt 
the  electoral  system  may  be  beneficial  to 
open  gay  men  and  lesbians  candidates.  “It’s 
supposed  to  maximize  the  voting  power  of 
minorities,"  he  said. 

Hyde  said  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
treatment  center  controversy.  Noble  has  had 
“a  very  low  profile  in  Cambridge  politics,  as 
far  as  I’m  aware.”  This  is  particularly  true, 
Hyde  said,  with  regard  to  the  newly  formed 
gay  and  lesbian  organization,  the  Cambridge 
Lavender  Alliance.  “If  Elaine  attended  the 
Lavender  Alliance’s  Pride  Breakfast,  I 
wasn’t  aware  of  it,”  Hyde  said.  “If  she  has 
attended  any  Lavender  Alliance  events  I’m 
not  aware  of  it” 

— fled  from  Boston 

Milwaukee 

Continued  from  page  3 

African  American,  gay  and  lesbian  and 
neighborhood  organizations.  Speakers  are 
expected  to  call  for  changes  in  the  criminal 
justice  and  social  service  systems  and  in  the 
way  the  media  cover  crime  stories  and  other 
stories  affecting  African  American  and  gay 
and  lesbian  communities.  □ 
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Pee-wee 

Continued  from  page  1 
actor  was  clearly  in  utter  disgrace.  There  was 
no  sympathy  evident  in  any  of  the  news 
reports  and  never  any  questioning  of  why  the 
police  were  arresting  men  in  the  relative 
privacy  of  a  dirty  movie  theater  where,  one 
might  imagine,  the  exposure  of  genitals  is 
not  an  unheard-of  action.  The  Boston  Globe 
referred  to  the  arrests  as  a  “sting” 
operation — clearly  a  new  code  word  for 
entrapment 

On  the  Tuesday  following  the  arrest,  the 
media  had  taken  a  new,  unusual  tack  in 
further  reports  of  the  incident.  Suddenly 
articles  began  appearing — in  the  Boston 
Globe  and  other  dailies,  and  on  radio  and 
television  talk  shows  like  Good  Morning 
America — counselling  parents  on  how  to 
explain  the  “Pee-wee  Herman  scandal”  to 
their  children.  Suddenly  a  simple,  probably 
unlawful  case  of  police  entrapment  had 
become  a  large-scale  crisis  for  America’s 
children.  What  is  going  on  here  is  not  only 
weird  but  extremely  telling  both  for  what  it 
says  about  the  reaction  to  Paul  Reubens’s 
arrest  and  how  sexuality — and  by 
implication  homosexuality — is  being  viewed 
by  the  media. 

Perhaps  the  most  telling  aspect  of  all  the 
news  stories  of  Reubens’s  arrest  is  that  the 
actor  Paul  Reubens  and  his  character  Pee- 
wee  Herman  are  constantly  being  conflated. 
“Pee-wee  Arrested  in  Porno  Theater” 
screamed  one  headline  after  another  as 
though  Reubens  is  the  sexually  repressed, 
slightly  cartoonish  character  he  has  created. 
This  may  be  partially  because  Reubens 
rarely  made  any  public  appearances  as 
himself — even  in  television-interview 
situations  he  always  remained  in 
character — but  this  does  not  completely 
explain  the  hysterical  Pee-wee-bashing  that 
has  occurred  since  the  arrest.  More  likely  it 
is  the  result  of  the  grave  and  deep-seated 
discomfort  that  the  character  of  Pee-wee,  and 
the  sexually  radical  material  on  the 
Playhouse  caused  many  heterosexual  adults. 

Although  the  Pee-wee  character  began  as 
a  comedy  club  novelty  act  and  ended  up 
winning  a  slew  of  Emmys,  as  the  lynch-pin 
for  Pee-Wee's  Playhouse  there  has  always 
been  a  sneaking  suspicion  among  media 
critics  and  others  that  there  was  something 
not  quite  right — not  quite  healthy — about 
Pee-wee.  And  by  extension,  about  his 
creator,  Paul  Reubens. 

Pee-wee  Herman  is  a  brilliant  creation.  He 
is  the  epitomal  ’50s  nerd:  overly  fastidious 
and  so  repressed  that  his  sexual  energy  keeps 
erupting  in  nervous  giggles  and  snide, 
childish,  quibbles.  In  his  two-sizes-too-small 
gray  suit  and  his  slightly  made-up  face,  he 
resembles  nothing  less  than  a  contemporary 
Little  Lord  Faunlleroy  crossed  with  Joel 
Grey  in  Cabaret.  Pee-wee  is  both  funny  and 
frightening,  highly  entertaining  and  slightly 
appalling.  He  approaches  innocence  but 
never  really  attains  it.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
best  critiques  of  contemporary  sexuality  and 
gender  expectations  ever  created:  a  mini- 
monster  of  repression  and  thwarted  desire 
who  manages  to  be  simultaneously  waspish 
and  wonderful. 

It’s  no  wonder  that  adults  found  Pee-wee 
upsetting.  He  is  a  living  example  of  how  the 
cultural  repression  we  all  live  with,  and  to  a 
large  degree  accept,  distorts  sexuality.  But 
the  irony  is  that  children  loved  Pee-wee, 
especially  on  Pee-Wee’s  Playhouse.  The 
show  was  in  part  a  post-modern  Captain 
Kangaroo  mixed  with  the  gender  and  sexual 
subversiveness  of  early  Warhol  movies  with 
a  touch  of  a  Madonna  video  tossed  in.  It  was 
charming  and  funny  and  weird  and  gay.  Boy, 
was  it  gay. 

Gender  in  the  Playhouse  was  not  what  you 
expected  on  a  children’s  show;  the 
mailperson  was  a  young  Black  woman 
named  Rheba;  two  of  Pee-wee’s  best  friends 


were  the  nearly  unbearable  Miss  Yvonne 
(clearly  a  fag-hag  in  high  '50s  prom  drag) 
and  Cowboy  Curtis,  a  cute  young  number  in 
a  fouffy  western  outfit  who  looked  more  like 
an  inexperienced  Midnight  Cowboy  than  a 
children’s  show  character.  There  was  also  a 
whole  host  of  minor  characters  including 
Tito,  a  Latino  body  builder  (later  replaced  by 
Roberto),  and  Mrs.  Renee,  a  noisy  neighbor 
who  carried  on  like  an  old  queen.  With  its 
multiracial  cast,  Pee-Wee's  Playhouse  was 
the  most  integrated  children’s  show  on 
television. 

Not  only  did  the  Playhouse  feature  non- 
traditional  racial  and  gender  portraits,  but  it 
was  also  infused  with  a  gay  sensibility  and  a 
sense  of  humor  unheard  of  on  TV.  Once, 
after  Pee-wee  showed  an  extreme  interest  in 
Curtis’s  boots,  the  cowboy  replied,  “Well, 
you  know  what  they  say  Pee-wee,  ‘Big  feet, 
big  boots.’”  This  was  clearly  a  reference  to 
the  old  gay  folk  wisdom  “Big  Feet,  Big 
Meat” 

On  another  show,  Jambi  the  Genie  (who  is 
a  detached  queeny  face  in  a  box)  wished  for 
a  pair  of  hands.  After  his  wish  was  granted 
he  exclaimed,  with  great  sexual  innuendo, 
“There’s  been  something  I’ve  wanted  to  do 
with  these  for  a  long  time.”  But  for  all  of  the 
indirect  sexual  indicators,  gender  on  the 
Playhouse  was  non-heterosexual  and  non- 
traditional.  Pee-Wee’s  Playhouse  was  clearly 
in  the  tradition  of  such  subversive  cultural 
artifacts  of  gay  male  sensibility  as  the  novels 
of  Ronald  Firbank  and  the  plays  of  Oscar 
Wilde  and  Charles  Ludlam,  die  drawings  of 
Aubrey  Beardsley  (with  which  it  shared  a 
certain  tainted  innocence)  and  the  antics  of 
such  sexually  political  performers  as 
Bloolips  and  Split  Britches.  Reubens 
managed  to  stimulate  the  imagination  and  re¬ 
imagine  the  everyday  world  in  invigorating 
and  original  ways.  It’s  no  wonder  that 
children  loved  the  show,  and  that  many 
heterosexual  adults  hated  it. 

One  of  the  reasons  that  Pee-Wee’s 
Playhouse,  and  Pee-wee  himself,  caused 
such  disconcertion  was  that  the  world  the 
characters  inhabited  was  supposedly 
childlike  and  innocent,  which,  in  our  warped 
culture,  means  not  sexual.  But  Pee-wee 
displayed  that  “innocence”  as  little  more 
than  sexual  repression.  He  created  a 
Freudian  nightmare  world  in  which 
traditional  developmental  stages  and 
appropriate  behaviors  were  thrown  askew 
and  mocked.  Even  the  objects  in  the 
Playhouse  took  on  strange  anthropomorphic 
qualities — Pee-wee’s  chair  was  named 
Chairy,  the  globe  was  Globie,  the  clock  was 
Clockie.  It  all  felt  like  the  result  of 
sublimated  fetishization:  an  imaginary  world 
distilled  from  feelings  of  loneliness  and 
isolation  and  fueled  by  a  polymorphous, 
perverse  sexuality  that  was  a  dream  world  to 
children  and  a  nightmare  to  adults. 

It  was  no  surprise  then  that  after  the  first 
reports  of  Reubens’s  arrest,  the  media  began 
focusing  on  his  young  viewers.  Several 
articles  and  television  talk-show  episodes 
have  already  appeared  to  help  parents 
discuss  Pee-wee’s  arrest  to  children.  While  it 
is  true  that  many  events  in  the  world  must  be 
confusing,  horrifying  and  disconcerting  to 
children,  the  media  attention  focused  on  this 
case  seems  odd,  especially  since  the  only 
reason  children  know  about  the  arrest  is 
predicated  on  the  media  decision  to  exploit 
it.  Much  of  the  advice  to  parents  is  obvious 
although  it  all  takes  a  distinctly  anti-Pee-wee 
slant.  In  a  Boston  Globe  piece,  child 
psychologist  Jeffrey  Derevensky  tells  parents 
to  tell  pre-schoolers  that  “He  was  doing 
things  that  were  inappropriate.  He  went  to  a 
place  that  Pee-wee  Herman  shouldn’t  have 
gone  to  and  he  did  something  wrong.”  Older 
children  might  be  worried  about  Pee-wee’s 
being  punished  and  Derevensky  advises 
parents  to  tell  them  that  “the  judge  will  make 
a  fair  decision."  This,  of  course,  does  not 
address  any  of  the  underlying  questions  of 
sexuality,  entrapment  or  abuse  of  police 
power.  While  these  may  be  difficult  to 
explain  to  pre-teens,  the  presumption  here 
is — not  surprisingly — supportive  of  the  most 
narrowly  defined  cultural  mores. 

More  upsetting  than  the  Globe  piece  was 
child  psychologist  Eda  Leshan’s  July  30 
appearance  on  Good  Morning  America. 
Although  at  first  she  seemed  to  be 
sympathetic  to  Reubens’s  plight  by  telling 
parents  to  explain  to  children  that  “this  is  sad 
...  this  is  a  person  who  is  hurting  in  his 
feelings,”  it  soon  became  evident  that 
Reubens’s  “hurt"  was  the  result  of  emotional 
imbalance  rather  than  social  injustice. 
“Maybe,"  the  motherly  looking  psychologist 
explained,  “in  a  way  he  was  asking  for  help. 
Here  is  a  person  who  is  troubled  in  his 
feelings  and  he  is  asking  for  help  because  it 
was  such  a  public  episode.  When  something 
becomes  this  public  it  becomes  self¬ 
destructive.”  One  might  point  out  that  it 
would  never  have  become  public  if  the 
police  had  not  been  entrapping  men  in  pom 
theaters  and  if  the  press  had  not  unilaterally 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ALCOHOL/DR  UO 
TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMU  MTV 
HEALTH  CENTER 

7  Havlland  St. 

Boston.  M  A  02115 
(617)  267-0900  X413 

ANSWERING 

SERVICE 

AKVOX  By  Vo lea  TN 
PHONE  ANSWERING 
A  MESSAGING 
Deere*.  Password  protected 
National  network. 
(617)446-7700 

ARCHITECTS 

MUUJXEN  ARCHITECTS  NC. 

161  Mass.  Ave.,  Suite  312 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)266-1123 
Jeffrey  Mulllken,  AIA 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
raqUred  to  have  your  car 
mpakad  at  an  Inataanca 
recommended  repair  shop? 
JACK'S  AUTOBOOY 
guarantees  all  work  lor  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  all  ol 
your  auto  needs  (617)  320- 
9835.  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge.  MA 

(617)  668-3392 

T.  W.  F.  Sal:  106.  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boytston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02106 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 


ARTHUR'S  CLEAMNG 
SERVICE 

Commercial  6  Residential 
Boston.  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  -- 
I  do  windows  I 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
CambridgarSomervHle 
References  available 
(617)  623-0266 

THE  CLEAMNG  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded.  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-81X  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 
Creaive  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuserpts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

BELLV1LLE  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square  and 
Stoneham,  MA 
(617)438-8155 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL 
M.Ed.  Anorexia.  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

GREATER  PROVIDENCE  AREA 
Ros  Johnson.  LCSW 
(401)  861-6768 
Psychotherapy  &  Consultation 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

MD„  PhD 

Chid  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(506)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338.  Mark 
Crosby,  MDiv  •  944-3341, 

Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSK1NOFF, 
UCSW 

Indlv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame. 
Incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brlghton  484-1553 

ANDOVER 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Gerald  Matison.  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  4756950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENMS I ADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 
M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men.  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  leminlet  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
(617)776-9232 

ROHR  BA  UGH  ASSOCIATES 
929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  8766110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacramento  SL 
CAmbrldge,  MA 
(617)  661-0248 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
for  Metro- West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  M  A  021 36 
(617)  364-5500 

DR.  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boytston  SL  4th  floor 
Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA  Within 
1 00-mile  radius  of  Boston. 

24- hr.  eervicel -800-383-2978 
MA  tes  A 7296  •  NH  lb#  3667 
ME  lc#3269  D/B/A  P.WaJach 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square.  MA 
(617)  9264286 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNTY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)353-1925 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 

309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  3365356 
Wed. -Sat.  106 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St..  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair.  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  65  Wed.-FrL 
69  Walt -In  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Primary  health  care, 
counseling  HIV  care,  HIV 
testing,  women's  health  care 
7  Havlland  St. 

Boston,  MA02115 
(617)267-0900 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Hollstb  Health  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Mcs/ement. 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  2666122.  M-Th,  12-7 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  cllnb  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)4367588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  tor  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)247-7555 

HOLISTIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
Acupuncture,  Chiropractfo, 
Massage.  Polarity 
7  Havlland  St.  Boston,  MA 
(617)267-0900x269 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)7762271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St.,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston.  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01 840 
(508)  6867676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Hep  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-tiim/ 
commfls  actor.  Free  brochure 
6  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)863644 8 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  H. 
MCKELSON 

8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FL  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

LEWINGER,  MASON  A 
DUFFY,  PC. 

Hlngham.  Ma.  (617)  740-1001 
(508)  224-6060 
Serving  Boston.  South  Short 
to  Provincetown 


LIMOUSINE 

SERVICE 

QUALITY  UMOUSINE 
Boston's  only  all-gay 
limousine  service.  Serving  the 
gay  &  lesbian  community  in 
greater  Boston.  (617)  361-1546 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA02130 
(617)  524-6822 

PROFESSIONAL 

ORGANIZATIONS 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON 
BUSINESS  COUNCIL 
Lesbians  and  gay  men  In 
business  and  the  professions 
■Boston's  Gay  Chamber  of 
Commerce’  24-hour  hotline 
(617)  4467872 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batefe.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

ERA  PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St. 

Boston.  M  A  021 X 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Soilo,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AMRKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11.  Cambridge.  M  A 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  9262536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12  LaGrange  St  In 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  3367037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  9669530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  126 

TAXES/ AUDITINQ/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Publb  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  5261060 

MARJORIE  E  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths.  Flrepiaoes.  Ful 
breakfast.  Cottages.  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  wak  b  shops 
(508)487-1616 

WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  tor  Woman 

823  Main  SL 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4.  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM 


Got  your 
listing  in  tho 
Community 
Guido.  Call 
Trixl  at  (617) 
426-4469 


Women  warriors 
fight  cancer  battles 

A  groundbreaking  collection  of  personal  stories  and 
political  essays 


Cancer  As  a  Women’s 
Issue 

Midge  Stockner,  editor 
Third  Side  Press,  Chicago,  199 1 
$10.95  paper 

Reviewed  by  Mary  Dowd 

reast  cancer  now  affects  one  in  nine 
women  in  the  U.S.  This  year  40,000 
women  will  die  of  the  disease  while 
the  government  makes  no  concerted  effort  to 
look  into  its  origins.  Although  more  women 
survive  cancer  than  ever  before,  like 
sexuality,  illness  remains  a  taboo  topic  in 
American  society.  Why  else  would  people 
permit  the  obsolete  health  care  system  that 
promotes  wellness  only  for  the  privileged- 
heterosexual  with  smug  family  who  is 
employed  in  the  corporation?  This 
prohibition  extends  further  to  available 
information  about  treatments  as  well  as 
resources  for  support  and  acknowledging 
grief.  Cancer  affects  more  than  the  survivor: 
siblings,  spouses,  children,  therapists, 
Mends,  co-workers  and  partners  all  feel  the 
ravages  of  this  life-threatening  illness. 

In  Cancer  as  a  Women’ s  Issue,  editor 
Midge  Stockner  has  assembled  a  text  that 
includes  the  voices  of  women  who  have  beat 
affected  by  the  diagnosis.  All  of  them  have 
experienced  isolation  and  deprivation  over 
the  issue. 

Like  Audre  Lorde’s  cancer  warriors  who 
“were  never  meant  to  survive,”  these  women 
are  not  afraid  to  speak  of  the  physical  and 
emotional  consequences  of  cancer.  Like 
other  oppressed  peoples,  they  were  meant  to 
be  silent,  hide  their  wounds  and  suffer 
quietly.  However,  in  their  own  personal  and 
political  battle  they  refuse  to  protect  anyone 
in  line  with  this  fascism. 

Jackie  Winnow,  a  San  Francisco  Bay-area 
activist  who  has  metastatic  cancer,  speaks 
out  eloquently  against  new  age  fantasies. 
After  being  diagnosed,  Winnow  found 
herself  advised  that  the  cancer  had  spread 
because  she  was  too  angry.  Winnow  realized 
that  this  same  new  age  culture  holds  all 
women  responsible  for  their  health,  no  matter 
what  part  the  environment,  genetics  and 
social  structures  play  in  hastening  the 
progress  of  disease.  She  writes: 


This  is  cruel.  People  say,  don't  get 
angry,  anger  is  bad.  I  have  heard  that 
I  worked  too  hard,  that  if  I  had  just 
concentrated  on  myself  I  wouldn’t 
have  gotten  sick....  Some  people  say 
that  having  cancer  is  a  gift.  You 
wouldn’t  want  me  to  give  you 
cancer  and  I  don’t  want  it  either. 

Yes,  my  life  has  changed,  and  yes,  I 
have  teamed  from  the  experience. 

But  I  don’t  have  cancer  because  I 
have  something  to  leam  from  it.  I 
have  cancer  because  the  cells  in  my’ 
body  malfunctioned. 

Winnow  is  the  founder  of  the  Oakland- 
based  Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center, 
and  she  sees  cancer  as  a  political  issue,  one 
that  affects  lesbians  in  a  particularly 
devastating  fashion.  “When  lesbians  get  sick, 
they  also  get  poor.  Women  are  on  the  lower 
rung  of  the  financial  ladder,  and  when  they 
become  ill,  the  bottom  falls  out  much  quicker 
because  they  are  closer  to  it  They  lose  their 
health  insurance  and  can’t  get  any  anymore." 

In  a  virulent  attack  on  lesbian  participation 
in  the  AIDS  movement,  originally  made  in  a 
1987  speech,  she  states  that  women  should 
put  their  own  interests  first  by  campaigning 
for  a  better  treatment  of  issues  that  primarily 
affect  women  rather  than  gay  men.  This  is  a 
response  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
equivalent  of  ACT  UP  in  the  cancer 
community,  no  sense  of  mission  that  women 
are  dying  unnecessarily  because  of 
inadequate  treatment  and  research.  For 
example,  research  on  dietary  considerations 
for  women  was  cancelled  by  the  National 
Institutes  of  Health,  and  women  are  routinely 
kept  out  of  clinical  trials  because  they  are 
considered  too  difficult  to  monitor. 

Cancer  as  a  Women’s  Issue  also  renews 
the  continuing  debate  in  treatment  of  breast 
cancer  regarding  the  merits  of  mastectomy 
versus  lumpectomy.  It  also  posits  answers  to 
such  questions  as,  “How  are  women  to 
explore  the  devastating  effects  of  radical 
surgery  and  debilitating  chemotherapy  within 
their  communities?”  Grassroots 
organizations  are  being  established  in  other 
cities  to  handle  women’s  needs  for  support, 
information  and  political  action,  but  the 
battle  is  just  beginning.  For  instance. 
Congresswoman  Rose  Marie  Okar  is  seeking 

Continued  on  page  9 


Smashing  ‘The 
Vinyl  Closet’ 

Boze  Hadleigh’s  expose  exposes  shoddy  research 
and  bad  writing 


The  Vinyl  Closet:  Gays  in 
the  Music  World 

Boze  Hadleigh 

Los  Hombres  Press,  San  Diego,  Calif., 
1991 

$9.95  paper,  237  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Rudy  Grille 

ith  more  than  ten  years  of  original 
research,  writing  and  radio 
programs  on  the  subjects  of 
homosexuds  and  popular  song  behind  me, 
it’s  no  wonder  that  I  would  grab  up  a  book 
with  the  title  The  Vinyl  Closet:  Gays  in  the 
Music  World.  I  was  willing  to  ignore  the 
annoying,  copycat  allusion  to  Vito  Russo’s 
treasured  The  Celluloid  Closet,  in  hopes  of 
learning  more  about  the  subject 
However,  the  title  was  only  the  first  clue. 
What  I  learned  was  that  writer  Boze 
Hadleigh  is  a  third-rate  recycler.  He  has 
sloppily  pulled  together  material  from 
various  sources — too  many  unnamed  or 
incorrectly  atMbuted — to  deliver  a  noxious 
concoction  of  misinformation,  innuendo, 
rumor,  gossip  and  “blind”  items,  which  put 
the  best  of  the  book  in  overwhelmingly  bad 
company. 

Recycling  or  culling  of  related  material  in 
book  form  can  be  interesting  and  abundantly 


useful.  But  Hadleigh’s  book  significantly 
contains  neither  an  index,  nor  source 
references  nor  footnotes.  His  style  might  be 
called  breathless  if  not  reckless.  The  'Dish' 
Closet  might  have  been  a  more  apt  title.  Oh 
well,  maybe  he’s  saving  that  for  his  next 
book.  “Dish”  as  closet  entertainment! 

Some  of  Hadleigh’s  gaffes  are  laughably 
strange.  For  example,  he  refers  to  songwriter 
Cole  Porter  as  “the  frog-eyed  genius.”  With 
talents  like  Porter’s,  I  wouldn’t  care  if  he  was 
a  frog.  He  later  asserts  that  Porter’s 
grandfather  J.O.  Cole  (who  preferred  less 
sissified  pursuits  for  his  grandkm)  was  a  hat 
maker,  a  “milliner.”  In  fact,  the  tough,  crusty, 
straight-laced  old  Cole  followed  the  forty- 
niners  out  West  in  search  of  gold.  He  later 
made  his  millions  as  an  entrepreneur  in  the 
“manly"  world  of  coal  mining,  oil  wells, 
timber  and  such. 

Further,  about  Cole  Porter,  Hadleigh  tells 
us,  “During  a  riding  accident.  Cole’s  horse 
fell  and  broke  both  his  legs.”  The  horse’s 
legs  or  Porter’s?  He  adds,  “the  pain  lasted  the 
rest  of  his  life — also  physically.”  Uh  Huh! 

Hadleigh  insists  that  song  writers  George 
Gershwin  and  Stephen  Foster  were  gay  (why 
not  lovers?).  I  too  would  like  to  believe  that 
they  were  gay,  but  I  have  never  seen  any 
Continued  on  page  9 


The  Ceremony,  1 988  from  Della  Grace's  Love  Bites 

A  little  light  on  the 


Two  new  photo  books  explore  often-invisible  sexual 
exDression 


W.  and  J.,  1 987  from  Michael  Rosen's  Sexual  Portraits 


Love  Bites 

Photographs  by  Della  Grace 
Gay  Men's  Press  Publishers  Ltd., 
London,  1991 
$29.95  paper 

Sexual  Portraits: 
Photographs  of 
Radical  Sexuality 

Michael  A.  Rosen 

Cost:  $25.00  oversize  paper,  plus 

$2.00  shipping 

Shaynew  Press,  Dept.  GCN, 

POB  11719 

San  Francisco  CA  94 101 

Reviewed  by  Wickie  Stamps 

n  the  United  States,  visual  images  of 
gay/lesbian  sexuality  are  a  privilege,  not 
a  right.  It  is  a  privilege  too  easily  and 
often  pulled.  The  June  1991  seizure  by  U.S. 
Customs  in  Boston  of  Love  Bites,  Della 
Grace’s  photographs  of  a  lesbian  subculture, 
and  its  release  ten  days  later  attest  to  the 
fragile  status  of  our  images.  The  brouhaha 
over  gay  photographer  Robert 
Mapplethorpe’s  “seven  deadly  sins” — the 
seven  S/M  photographs  that  whipped  up  a 
series  of  anti-censorship  battles — further 
highlights  the  Right-wing’s  renewed  interest 
in  smothering  all  images — our  images — they 
find  repugnant.  We  are  living  in  an  age 


where  increasingly  the  artist  is  indicted  and 
sometimes  imprisoned  as  a  pomographer. 

Given  this  repressive  political  climate,  two 
recent  photography  books  should  be  perused. 
They  are  the  aforementioned  Love  Bites  and 
Sexual  Portraits:  Photographs  of  Radical 
Sexuality,  Micheal  A.  Rosen’s  second  S/M 
photography  book. 

Love  Bites,  with  an  introduction  by 
novelist  Sarah  Schulman,  contains  over  70 
photos  of  lesbians  from  what  Grace  calls  the 
“lesbian  sex  culture.”  In  1980  she  began 
photographing  the  San  Francisco  bar  dykes 
in  Scott’s  Bar.  The  next  decade  of  shooting 
took  her  to  London’s  lesbian  club  scene  and 
into  Chain  Reaction,  a  women’s  sex  club. 
The  photographs  in  Love  Bites  encompass 
Grace’s  very  personal  photographic 
exploration  of  a  dyke  subculture,  not  only  bar 
dykes  but  according  to  the  the  photographer, 
“women  into  dressing  up,  role  playing, 
gender  bending  and  rough  sex.” 

Sexual  Portraits  also  unveils  a  subculture: 
the  world  of  sadomasochists.  Sexual 
Portraits  includes  many  of  the  gay  and 
lesbian  S/M  community’s  well-knowns,  such 
as  master  piercers  Jim  Ward  and  Raelyn 
Gallina.  Sexual  Portraits — produced  by 
Rosen,  who  is  heterosexual — also  includes 
members  of  the  straight  S/M  community.  But 
in  general.  Sexual  Portraits  leans  toward  the 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Blanche  McCrary  Boyd 


Growing  up  in  a 
most  peculiar  way 

Blanche  McCrary  Boyd's  The  Revolution  of  Little  Girls : 
‘Leave  it  to  Beaver’  it  ain't 


The  Revolution  of 
Little  Girls 

Blanche  McCrary  Boyd 

Alfred  A.  Knopf,  Inc.,  New  York,  1991 

$  19.00  cloth,  205  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Sue  Hyde 

elevision  is  a  medium  out  of  the  reach 
of  lesbian  and  gay  writers,  producers 
and  artists  who  would  create  TeeVee 
that  reflects  some  lesbian  and  gay  realities. 
Sure,  we’ve  gotten  a  few  feet  beyond  “the 
only  good  homosexual  is  a  dead  (or  crazy  or 
desperately  lonely  or  alcoholic  or  homicidal) 
homosexual."  But  only  a  few  feet  There  has 
yet  to  be  a  queer  TeeVee  show  that  is 
genuinely  by,  for  and  about  us.  Oh  well. 
Even  if  Holly  Hughes  were  to  be  interested 
in  television,  both  she  and  we  would  have  an 
awfully  long  way  to  go  before  we’d  really 
see  ourselves  emanating  from  the  blue  light. 

Although  popular  literature  is  subject  to 
the  bigtime  publishing  industry’s  own 
spreadsheet  notions  of  how  many  of  what 
will  sell  to  whom,  publishing  is  no  longer  the 
monopolistic  creature  that  television  still  is. 
The  book  world  doesn’t  require  a 
monochromatic  and  heterosexual 
supremacist  lockstep  fiction  that  can  bring 
adequate  return  on  the  publisher’s 
investment.  We  buy  books,  too,  and  we  don’t 
want  to  read  about  Ozzie  and  Harriet. 
Mainstream  publishers  have  gotten  the 
message  loud  and  clear. 

Such  background  makes  Blanche  McCrary 
Boyd’s  knee-slapping  new  novel  The 
Revolution  of  Little  Girls  all  the  more 
satisfying.  Boyd,  you  see,  is  possessed  of  the 
car  and  voice  for  TeeVee,  though  we  won’t 
soon  see  her  dyke  character  on  the  tube.  But, 
when  she  tells  her  semi-autobiographical 
tales  of  growing  up  Southern  and  dyke  in  the 
’60s,  the  reader  can  almost  see  it  on  the  little 
screen.  After  all  those  sit-coms  like  Leave  it 
to  Beaver  and  My  Three  Sons  that  featured 
too  cute  little  boys  always  doing  cute  little 
tricks,  the  mind  is  relieved  to  imagine  Boyd’s 
Ellen  Larraine  Bums  ripping  through  white, 
moneyed  family  life,  with  her  mother  close 
behind,  speaking  in  italics  and  fluffing  her 
'do. 

The  book  is  neatly  segmented,  such  that 
three  or  four  segments  could  be  encompassed 
in  hour-long  episodes  (well,  43  minutes,  but 
TeeVee  is  kinda  like  the  shrink  anyway.)  The 
show  could  be  formatted  like  LA.  Law,  with 
several  little  snippets  of  story  running 
through  an  episode  Some  events  of  LA.  Law 
and  The  Revolution  of  Little  Girls  are  really 
quite  serious  and  even  horrifying,  like 
Rosalind  down  the  elevator  shaft  or  Boyd’s 
heroine’s  brother  smashing  in  the  skull  of  a 
loyal  family  employee.  And  yet,  the  viewer 
never  has  to  focus  too  long  on  how  it  felt  for 
Rosalind  to  plunge  down  many  stories  or 
what  the  brother  thought  after  the  murder  of 
the  worker.  Both  TeeVee  and  Boyd’s 
Revolution  draw  meaning  from  action,  not 
reflection. 

Now,  it  may  seem  that  loo  much  action 
and  not  enough  reflection  will  make  Boyd’s 
lesbian  novel  more,  well,  boyish.  Ha.  Boyd 
has  written  a  truly  great  lesbian  novel,  even 
though  it  pivots  on  subject  matter  not 
typically  covered  in  lesbian  novels.  Besides, 
af  r  the  relentless  reflection  of  98  percent  of 
al!  le  bian  novels,  post- 1970,  a  little  action 
cj  .cally  waV  •  a  girl  up.  It’s  immensely 
ej  ruining  to  careen  with  Ellen  through  her 
w..i  childhood  and  adolescence,  her  high 
school  Awakening  to  Injustice  in  the  World, 
her  struggle  with  and  victory  over  alcohol 
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and  drugs,  and  finally,  a  little  bit  of 
transformative  psychosis  to  ice  the  cake. 

Boyd’s  is  not  a  book  about  absent 
reflection,  though.  Rather  than  spending 
chapter  after  chapter  ruminating  over  coming 
out,  the  failures  or  successes  of  her  serially 
monogamous  relationships,  the  meaning  and 
structure  of  lesbian  community,  Ellen  Bums 
is  fixed  on  a  childhood  chum/boyfriend  and 
her  Southern  mother  and  family.  Lesbian 
relationships  and  community  take  a  very 
back  seat  to  the  tomboy  Ellen’s 
unconsummated  affair  and  lost  friendship 
with  Hutch,  her  next  door  neighbor  and 
playmate.  Since  few  of  us  grew  up  in  a 
lesbian  community  or  experienced  our 
sexuality  as  a  seamless  segue  into  happy 
homosexuality,  Boyd’s  contemplations  of 
Ellen  and  Hutch  may  be  as  meaningful  and 
relevant  as  Rita  Mae’s  Molly  Bolt’s 
seduction  of  the  cheerleader. 

Many  of  us  will  recognize  Ellen’s  feelings 
towards  Hutch  as  they  while  away  their 
nearly  genderless  childhoods  as  pals, 
confidants,  co-conspirators.  The  book  opens 
with  Ellen  refusing  to  play  Jane  to  Hutch’s 
Tarzan.  A  few  years  later,  they  drift  apart 
following  the  trauma  of  an  innocent, 
pubescent  strip  poker  game  turned  serious 
when  Hutch,  as  the  loser,  reveals  his  penis  to 
Ellen.  The  moment  of  exposure  reaches  way 
beyond  simple  sexual  curiosity  or  surprise  at 
anatomical  difference.  Hutch  forces  Ellen  to 
acknowledge  that  she  will  be  forever 
consigned  to  seeking  access  to  power  and 
privilege  by  her  connection  to  men.  Hutch 
forces  Ellen  over  to  the  other  side  of  the 
gymnasium,  where  she  must  stand,  up 
against  the  wall  waiting  for  a  boy  to  ask  her 
to  dance.  Now,  she  can  only  play  Jane. 

This  watershed  moment  between  Ellen  and 
Hutch  is  repeated  again  and  again  in  the  lives 
of  girls  who  think  they  can  be  or  ought  to 
have  been  or  want  to  be  boys.  Girls  who 
believe  they  will  be  the  ones  to  escape  the 
inevitability  of  sex-based  divisions  of  power, 
money,  work,  privilege  must  be  caught  like 
rabbits  in  the  car  headlights  in  that  moment 
of  understanding.  “I’m  not  one  of  them  and 
never  will  be.”  It  seems  it  is  sexuality  that 
demands  this  momentous  revelation,  if  the 
onset  of  menstruation  fails  to  penetrate  the 
girl’s  consciousness.  After  all,  it’s  not  that 
difficult  to  ignore  the  meaning  of  something 
that  is  shrouded  in  secrecy  and  shame.  For 
Ellen,  life  will  never  be  the  same  after  the 
strip  poker  game.  She  blurts  out  the  story  to 
her  mother,  who  reacts  protectively  by 
squealing  on  the  children  to  Hutch’s  parents. 
Hutch  is  beaten  by  his  father.  Hutch  does  not 
forgive  Ellen  this  betrayal  of  him  as  Ellen  did 
not  forgive  Hutch’s  betrayal  of  her  with  his 
inadvertent,  but  unmistakable  drawing  of  the 
gender  lines. 

Boyd  does  not  let  us  down  after  this 
fabulous  opening  sequence.  In  flashbacks, 
we  telescope  thorough  Ellen’s  wildly 
idiosyncratic  family  life.  First,  everything 
looks  normal,  in  a  creepy  foreshadowed  kind 
of  way.  Dad,  Mom,  Ellen,  her  brother  Royce 
and  her  sister  Marie  are  all  happily 
ensconced  in  their  suburban  home  near 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  But  then,  one 
day.  Dad  gets  a  notion  to  purchase  an  old 
plantation  for  the  family  homestead.  Things 
start  going  wacky.  Dad  is  killed  in  a  car 
aa  ent.  T  ms  out  the  uncle  really  is  funny: 
t<~  -rnting  little  gir*  -id,  the  book  hints 
!_  ly,  be.  mg  in  inappropriately  sexual 
v-  with  u;em.  Brother  Royce  relates  only 
*  h  the  old  Black  caretaker/sharecropper. 

Continued  on  page  10 
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So  long,  farewell 

The  last  Dave  Brandstetter  Mystery 


A  Country  of  Old  Men 

Joseph  Hansen 
Viking,  N.Y.,  1991 
$17.95  cloth 

Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

ince  the  legend  “The  Last  Dave 
Brandstetter  Mystery”  appears  above 
the  title,  it  is  no  secret  that  herein  lies 
the  end  of  Joseph  Hansen’s  21  years  of 
writing  Dave  Brandstetter  detective  stories. 
And  he  doesn’t  let  the  taut  rope  go  slack.  Nor 
does  he  end  the  series  with  a  bang.  This  is 
the  subtlest  Brandstetter  yet. 

When  I  first  read  one  of  the  earlier  releases 
in  this  11-book  series  (it  may  have  been 
Fade  out,  it  would  be  appropriate  to  my  lack 
of  dependable  memory),  I  thought  it  one  of 
the  most  subversive  books  I  had  encountered. 
Sure,  it  is  great  we  had  Christopher 
Isherwood  writing  A  Single  Man,  published 
long  before  Stonewall,  in  1964,  but  how 
often  were  we  lucky  enough  to  find  such 
gems  without  even  looking? 

My  friend  Allison’s  mother  reads  every 
mystery  book  she  can  get  her  hands  on  at  the 
library.  She  has  read  and  likes  Brandstetter. 
Among  lovers  of  mystery  books  she  is  not  a 
rarity;  science  fiction  and  mystery  buffs  tend 
to  read  everything .  Her  genre’s  addicts 
cannot  read  Samuel  R.  Delaney’s  sci  fi 
Neveryon  series  without  being  confronted 
with  a  great  deal  of  information  on  AIDS; 
nor  can  they  ignore  the  gayness  of 
Brandstetter. 

This  is  why  I  find  writers  like  Delaney  and 
Joseph  Hansen  much  more  important  than  I 
do,  say,  Edmund  White.  Sure,  White  writes  a 
sentence  almost  as  beautifully  as  did  Henry 
James,  but  for  the  most  part  only  those  who 
read  Henry  James  read  Edmund  White.  Lots 
of  people  bought  A  Boy’s  Own  Story  because 
they  were  incipient  or  actual  chicken  queens 
and  that  kid  in  the  tanktop  on  the  dust  jacket 
was  so  adorable  (until  he  sued  for 
unauthorized  use  of  his  likeness).  But  beyond 


that,  A  Boy' s  Own  Story  was  like  Umberto 
Eco’s  The  Name  of  the  Rose  getting  to  be  a 
bestseller:  it  graced  a  lot  of  coffee  tables  and 
eventually  wound  up  in  the  guest  room.  And 
who  can  remember  the  plot?  It  was,  as  I 
recall.  Will  Aitken’s  Terre  Haute  without  the 
blood,  without  the  passion,  without  the  story. 

Besides  being  subversive  because  they  go 
where  Isherwood  isn’t  likely  to  reach,  Dave 
Brandstetter  books  have  artistry.  They  begin 
lean,  simple  and  hard.  They  are  set,  like  the 
classic  hard-dick  stories,  in  the  godforsaken 
angular  and  flat  Los  Angeles  terrain.  (Having 
grown  up  on  Long  Island  I  know  all  about 
vacuous  sterility.)  Hansen  never  pulls  any 
punches:  the  butch  guy  in  the  middle  of  all 
this  is  Dave  Brandstetter,  son  of  a  very 
successful  insurance  company  owner  who 
likes  his  women  as  much  as  Dave  like  his 
men.  Father  and  son  seem  to  like  their  lovers 
one  at  a  time.  They  both  like  women — the 
Continued  on  page  10 


Get  a  life 

Michael  Cunningham’s  A  Home  at  the  End  Of  the  World 
explores  a  non-traditional  triangle 


A  Home  At  The  End  Of 
The  World 

Michael  Cunningham 

Farrar,  Straus  &  Giroux,  New  York 

1990.  344p. 

Reviewed  by  Chris  Nealon 

n  a  basic  sense,  A  Home  At  The  End  Of 

I  The  World  is  about  getting  a  life.  The 
novel’s  characters,  gay,  straight,  and 
unidentified,  share  a  persistent  desire  for 
their  loves  and  hopes  to  have  a  name,  to 
make  a  coherent  story.  It’s  the  absence  of 
any  easy  clarity,  though,  along  with  the 
perceptiveness  of  the  characters,  that  makes 
this  such  a  beautiful  book. 

The  story  revolves  around  three  people, 
Jonathan,  Bobby  and  Clare.  Jonathan  and 
Clare  live  together  in  Manhattan;  Bobby  is 
from  Jonathan’s  childhood  home  of 
Cleveland.  Bobby  and  Jonathan  were 
tentative,  secret  lovers  in  Ohio;  Bobby  and 
Clare  become  lovers  when  Bobby  moves  to 
New  York.  It’s  not  a  love  triangle  in  the 
traditional  sense  of  mutual  suffering,  but ,  ' » 
a  triangle  in  which  each  person  finds  himself 
or  herself  bewilderingly  in  love  with  the 
other  two. 

Cunningham  chooses  to  rotate  the 
narrative  among  the  three  characters — along 
with  an  occasional  passage  from  the  point  of 
view  of  Jonathan’s  mother,  Alice — so  that  as 


the  story  progresses,  we  get  wonderfully 
nuanced  pictures  of  their  relationships.  The 
tactic  works  extremely  well,  because 
Cunningham  endows  his  characters  with  an 
almost  heartbreaking  ability  to  see 
themselves  through  others. 

When  Bobby  first  moves  to  New  York,  for 
instance,  he  and  Jonathan  fall  asleep  in 
Jonathan’s  room.  As  they  drift  off,  Bobby 
tries  unsuccessfully  to  address  Jonathan’s 
question,  which  boils  down  to,  “Bobby,  are 
you  gay?”  The  piece  is  written  from  Bobby’s 
perspective: 

I  could  hear  my  own  breathing.  This 
was  a  hard  subject.  I  had  realized  by 
then  that  I  didn't  feel  what  others 
called  “desire.”  Something  was 
missing  in  me.  I  felt  love....  But 
nothing  built  up  in  my  groin. 

Nothing  quickened,  or  struggled  for 
release.  I'd  made  a  kind  of  love  with 
Jonathan  because  he'd  wanted  too, 
and  because  I’d  loved  him.  I'd  had 
orgasms  that  passed  through  me  like 
the  spirits  of  people  more  devoted  to 
the  body  than  I  was.  These  spirits 
were  pleasant  enough  in  passing  but 
truly  gone  when  they  were  gone. 

After  Jonathan  left  town,  I  was  alone 
inside  myself... 

I  said,  “We  were  kids,  Johnny. 

That  was  years  ago.” 

“I  know.  Are  you,  I  mean,  have 
you  been  seeing  anyone?” 

“Not  really,”  I  said.  “Basically, 

I've  just  been  working  and  listening 
to  records.  It’s  pretty  strange,  isn't 
it?  I  mean,  at  my  age." 

“Well,  there  are  stranger  things.” 

We  left  it  at  that.  We  lay  for  a 
while  with  the  noise  washing  over 
us — car  horns  and  shouts.  Just 
before  I  fell  asleep  I  heard  people 
passing  by,  laughing,  a  gigantic 
group  of  them — a  cathedral  choir  of 
laughers. 

The  passage  is  striking,  I  think,  because 
while  we’re  trying  to  figure  out  what  the 
feelings  are  between  the  two  men,  Bobby  is 
trying  to  keep  up  with  his  own  thoughts;  and 
we  wonder,  does  he  know  himself,  or  not? 
His  interior  monologue  is  deft  and  articulate, 
but  heartbreakingly  far  away  from  his 
pathetic  spoken  answer.  And  what  clinches 
the  segment — the  thing  that  lets  us  inside 
Bobby  for  an  instant — is  the  closing  figure, 
the  “cathedral  choir  of  laughers,”  who  seem 
to  stand  for  the  freedom  of  thoughtlessness 
and  unconcern,  who  don’t  just  laugh,  but  live 
their  laughter  they  are,  by  nature,  laughers. 
Although  he  can't  say  it  himself,  Bobby 
wants  to  be  free. 

Although  part  of  what  is  touching  about 
Continued  on  page  10 
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Vinyl  closet 

Continued  from  page  7 
convincing  evidence  to  support  such  a 
statement  (only  tantalizing  speculation)  and 
Hadleigh  blithely  offers  none. 

While  he  claims  to  have  a  master’s  degree 
in  journalism,  his  often  evasive  prose  reads 
like  that  which  is  found  in  supermarket 
tabloids.  Nor  is  he  above  sly  plagiarism,  but 
he  can’t  even  get  that  right.  In  his  first 
chapter  and  throughout  the  book,  he  uses  my 
work  (“On  Record:  Homosexuals  and 
Popular  Song,”  Christopher  Street 
Magazine,  3128)  as  though  it  were  his  own. 

He  makes  use  of  it  liberally  and  often  out  of 
context,  with  occasional  attribution  but 
mostly  with  a  lack  of  comprehension  that 
reveals  his  ignorance  of  the  subject  matter. 

Since  no  one  is  likely  to  mistake  this  book 
for  a  responsible  study  on  gay  people  in  pop 
music,  should  I  care?  Probably  not,  but  I 
don’t  like  being  associated  in  any  way  with 
Vinyl  Closet.  I  am  probably  not  the  only 
victim  of  Hadleigh’s  appropriations. 

It  is  obvious  that  Hadleigh  has  done  little 
or  no  original  research.  In  an  apparent  bid 
for  credibility,  he  pretentiously  places 
himself  in  dubious  proximity  to  facts, 
famous  people  and  his  betters.  Included  are 
snippy,  vacuous  and  pointless  “interviews” 
with  nameless  has-beens  and  unlikely 
endorsements  from  some  people  who  are 
highly  regarded  and  conveniently  dead.  In 
his  eagerness  to  drop  names,  he  even  tells 
who  smartly  refused  to  give  him  interviews. 

Almost  everything  in  this  Vinyl  Closet 
either  seems  or  is  distorted  and  therefore 
suspect.  Caveat  emptor!  Hadleigh  often 
takes  the  reader  to  the  right  stable  but  the 
wrong  stall,  and  the  droppings  are 
everywhere! 

For  instance,  Barbra  Streisand’s  wearing 
of  a  tuxedo  while  singing  “I  Found  a  Million 
Dollar  Baby”  in  the  film  Funny  Lady  has 
nothing  to  do  with  Marlene  Dietrich,  as 
Hadleigh  implies.  It  was  a  recreation  of  a 
tuxedo-clad  Fanny  Brice  introducing  that 
song  on  stage  decades  earlier.  The  male  drag 
was  possibly  an  effort  to  match  the  male-to- 
female  lyric.  Male  impersonators  doing 
comedy  and  singing  were  fairly  common  on 
U.S.  stages  in  the  early  part  of  the  20th 
century.  Dietrich  and  Kate  Hepburn  added 
female  glamour  to  male  drag  and  helped 
make  slacks  and  pantsuits  an  acceptable 
fashion  for  women. 

Hadleigh  mentions  Bette  Midler  telling 
“jokes  that  would  have  made  Sophie  Tucker 
blush.”  Of  course,  even  casual  Midler  fans 
know  that  some  of  those  trashy  jokes  came 
right  out  of  Tuckers  own  repertoire. 

The  need  for  a  well-researched  study  and 
documented  book  or  two  on  this  subject  is 
obvious.  Gay  men  and  lesbians  continue  to 
show  a  healthy  and  growing  interest  in  our 
past.  We  deserve  better. 

With  feigned  and  cagey  modesty, 
Hadleigh  goes  to  great  lengths  in  his 
introduction  to  tell  us  what  The  Vinyl  Closet 
is  not  about.  “Why  The  Vinyl  Closet?”  he 
finally  asks.  “Because  unlike  Everest,  it 
wasn’t  there,”  he  chirps  coyly.  To  which  I 
say,  with  regret,  “it”  still  isn’t  “there.”  Is  this 
the  worst  book  ever  typed?  Maybe  not. 
However,  we  don’t  need  this  masquerade 
when  there  is  already  too  much  tiresome, 
pretentious  mediocrity  in  the  world.  □ 

Warriors 

Continued  from  page  7 

more  funding  for  cancer  research  specifically 
geared  toward  women’s  issues.  Yet  this  is 
too  late  for  the  42,000  who  will  die  this  year, 
too  cumbersome  for  the  survivors  who 
desperately  need  information  and  support 
now.  Where  are  women  to  go  when  they  live 
in  rural  communities  or  do  not  have  the 
education  or  research  skills  to  seek  help? 

Life  threatening  illness  is  often  thought  to 
be  a  consequence  of  hedonistic  lifestyles, 
poor  socioeconomic  background  and/or 
“minority”  status.  But  the  lesbian  and 
straight  women  in  the  book  don’t  always 
meet  these  strict  parameters  or  even 
necessarily  the  genetic  timebomb  theory  of 
cancer  within  their  families.  They  expose  the 
myths  of  a  medical  community  desperate  to 
contain  cancer  within  certain  prescriptive 
guidelines.  Rita  Arditi  asks:  “But  how 
possible  is  it  to  conduct  a  life  that  will  make 
one  totally  ‘cancer-immune’?  We  do  a  real 
disservice  to  all  of  us  if  we  focus  this  way  on 
the  personal  behavior  and  lose  track  of  the 
bigger  picture.  ‘Blaming  the  victim’  is  a 
handy  response  to  the  cancer  epidemic  in  the 
United  States,  where  one  of  three  women 
will  develop  cancer  at  some  time  in  her  life. 

This  mentality  individualizes  health 
problems  and  reduces  it  all  to  ‘personal 
responsibility.’  Where  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  health  care  system?” 

Lifestyles  don’t  kill  people,  homophoc 
sexual  abuse  and  oppressive  systems  do.  Li 
recent  years  there  has  been  a  32  percent 
increase  in  the  rate  of  breast  cancer  for 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


women,  an  increase  that  is  not  matched  with 
increased  funding  for  research,  efforts  to 
persuade  the  public  toward  a  low-fat  diet,  or 
exploration  of  environmental  co-factors. 
Audre  Lorde,  who  is  presently  struggling 
with  liver  cancer,  contests:  “It  is  easier  to 
demand  happiness  than  clean  up  the 
environment....  The  idea  that  happiness  can 
insulate  us  against  the  results  of  our 
environmental  madness  is  a  tumor  circulated 
by  our  enemies  to  destroy  us.”  Arditti  urges 
women  to  explore  the  occupational  cancer 
clusters  near  chemical  factories,  nuclear 
reactors  and  pesticide-laden-farm  fields. 
Taking  the  stigma  away  from  cancer  and 
eviscerating  the  new  age  fascism  means 
action  and  cooperation  with  environmental 
groups  and  medical  research  lobbies  so  that 
women  have  a  choice  about  their  future  and 
their  bodies. 

Cancer  as  a  Women's  Issue  is  more  than  a 
cry  in  the  wilderness  for  better  medical 
treatment.  Many  of  these  women  have 
sought  a  spiritual  path,  examining  their  past 
as  well  as  their  future.  This  is  dynamic 
action  rather  than  the  passive  patient  ^ole 
assigned  them  by  an  oppressive  medical 
establishment  Merida  Wexler  in  her  cancer 
journal  proclaims,  “I  want  desire,  desire 
heals  when  she  lives  in  me  I’m  healed.”  This 
is  one  of  the  first  volumes  of  feminist  voices 
to  explore  mortality  and  disease  in  the 
lesbian  and  women’s  community.  It  is  a 
brave  effort  and  a  radical  attempt  to  end 
unnecessary  suffering  for  all  women,  rich 
and  poor,  lesbian  and  straight.  □ 

Women  and  cancer  resources 

Mautner  Project  for  Lesbians  with  Cancer 
PO  Box  90437 
Washington  DC  20090-0437 
(202)332-5536 

Lesbian  Community  Cancer  Project 
2524  N.  Lincoln  Avenue,  #199 
Chicago,  IL  60614 
(312)549-4729 

Los  Angeles  Shanti  Foundation 
Emotional  Support  Services  Department 
6855  Santa  Monica  Blvd,  #408 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90038 
(213)  962-8197 

Women’s  Community  Cancer  Project 
do  The  Women's  Center 
46  Pleasant  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center 
PO  Box  11235 
Oakland,  CA  94611 
(415)  548  -WCRC 

Photographs 
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depiction  of  gay  and  lesbian  S/M.  Many  of 
the  photos  are  set  in  dungeons,  others,  such 
as  the  one  of  Kriss  Kross — a  woman  with 
beautiful  tattoos,  piercings  and  harness  with 
sunglasses  shoved  back  over  her  short- 
cropped  blond  hair — are  formal  portraits  that 
do  not  need  a  strong  background  to 
accentuate  who  the  subjects  are.  Unlike  Love 
Bites,  which  is  free  of  text  except  for 
Schulman’s  introduction,  Sexual  Portraits 
has  engrossing  interviews  with  many  of  the 
men  and  women  Rosen  has  photographed. 

Love  Bites  and  Sexual  Portraits  are 
extremely  well-wrought  books  about 
subcultures  that  are  too  often  ignored  by 
sensitive  writers  and  photographers.  They 
are  long  overdue  and  well  worth  purchasing 
(if  the  heady  cost  of  $25-30  isn’t 
prohibitive).  But  there  are  some 
shortcomings.  Although  Love  Bites  has 
approximately  a  half  dozen  shots  of  women 
of  color,  both  books  are  racially  limited. 
Also,  in  Love  Bites  the  average  age  of  the 
subjects  seems  to  be  in  the  mid-  to  late- 
twenties.  Moreover  the  body  types  shown  in 
Love  Bites,  although  truly  beautiful,  are  only 
those  of  young,  fairly  thin  women.  Sexual 
Portraits,  in  age  and  body  type,  shows 
greater  diversity. 

Sarah  Schulman  opens  her  introduction  to 
Love  Bites  by  saying  that,  “In  a  culture  that 
condemns  the  work  of  Robert  Mapplethorpe 
and  elevates  that  of  Norman  Rockwell  and 
Lord  Litchfield,  any  disenfranchised  group 
of  people  must  struggle  for  the  simple  right 
of  affirmative  existence.”  Love  Bites  and 
Sexual  Portraits  visually  affirm  two 
communities  too  often  kept  invisible  and 
marginalized.  Pick  them  up,  or  at  least  leaf 
through  them,  before  the  Right-wing  goes 
looking  for  some  new  artistic  pariahs.  □ 
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Little  girls 

Continued  from  page  8 

Sister  Marie’s  asthma  worsens.  But  Mom 
hangs  on  in  the  family  home,  marrying  Dr. 
Post,  Ellen’s  gynecologist,  who  arrives  with 
his  two  daughters.  A  sense  of  normal  family 
life  returns,  if  briefly.  But  before  too  long, 
Dr.  Post’s  older  daughter  behaves  oddly, 
chanting  an  “Indian”  ditty  instead  of 
conversing.  The  estrangement  between 
brother  Royce  and  Dr.  Post  comes  to  a  head 
during  a  hurricane.  The  family  falls  to  pieces 
shortly  hereafter  on  the  night  of  a  pig  roast, 
meant  to  celebrate  the  joining  of  the  two 
parents  and  their  children. 

Boyd  imbues  the  concept  of 
“dysfunctional”  with  some  particular 
regional  twists.  In  this  family,  in  keeping 
with  all  great  Southern  literary  families, 
nothing  is  quite  as  it  seems  to  be.  People  talk 
to  one  another,  but  what  are  they  really 
saying?  It  appears  that  relationships  are  built, 
but  a  hurricane  blows  through  the  living 
room  and  the  connections  break  apart  like 
the  oak  tree  in  the  front  yard — rotting  from 
the  heart.  The  plantation’s  big  house  looks 
like  a  sturdy,  safe  place  to  live,  but  Ellen 
knows  that  the  basement  is  full  of  snakes 
waiting  for  their  moment  to  swarm  up  the 
dank  steps.  Will  the  family  get  out  in  time? 
Can  there  be  an  “in  time?” 

The  Revolution  of  Little  Girls  is  set  in  an 
important  historical  Southern  moment,  when 
contradictions  framed  around  race  are  being 
noticed  by  some  white  people  whose  wealth 
and  power  depend  on  those  contradictions.  A 
continuing  reference  point  in  the  book  is 
Ellen’s  glimmering  consciousness  about 
race.  Ellen  and  her  stepfather  form  a  short 
but  meaningful  alliance  when  Charleston’s 
segregated  churches  are  challenged  by  Black 
people  to  open  their  doors  to  all  worshippers, 
regardless  of  color.  Dr.  Post,  a  man  of  some 
wealth  and  professional  stature,  and  Ellen, 
who  attends  the  segregated  high  school  and 
who  is  from  a  “good”  white  family  (that  is,  a 
family  with  money)  join  a  church  service  on 
one  of  the  Sunday  mornings  when  local 
Black  people  have  given  notice  that  they, 
too,  will  be  worshipping  in  the  big,  rich, 
white  churches.  Ellen’s  photograph  with 
some  of  the  Black  churchgoers  appears  in 
the  newspaper  and  she  becomes  an  object  of 
local  and  familial  contempt.  Ellen,  like  her 
family,  looks  right,  but  is  fundamentally 
flawed.  Taken  to  entering  beauty  contests, 
she  wins  the  crown  of  “Miss  Plaxton  High”; 
taken  to  espousing  the  civil  rights 
movement,  she  wins  the  title  “nigger  lover.” 

Ellen  goes  off  to  college  where  she  loses 
herself  in  drink  and  drugs.  She  thinks  she’ll 
have  better  luck  locating  self  in  marriage,  so 
she  gets  married.  No  luck  there.  Ellen  is 
momentarily  relieved  when  a  guru  strikes  her 
forehead,  but  that  relief  fades.  Her  career 
goes  well,  but  does  not  satisfy.  She  has 
girlfriends,  a  Jaguar,  travels  to  exotic  places. 
Nothing  is  quite  right  for  her,  but  she  is 
never  really  sure  what’s  wrong.  Ellen  is 
transformed,  though,  while  she  tends  her 
mother  after  her  facelift.  Like  good  TeeVee, 
it  happens  in  just  a  few  pages  and  nicely 
wraps  up  the  show.  But,  will  Ellen  return 
home  to  have  the  darkness  descend  over  her 
life?  Is  it  just  more  temporary  relief?  Will  it 
last?  Will  she  get  out  in  time?  Tune  in  next 
week  for  more  exciting  adventures  with 
Ellen  Bums.  □ 

Home 
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Bobby  is  his  inability  to  articulate  himself, 
the  other,  more  knowing  characters  are 
endearing  as  well.  In  an  earlier  part  of  the 
novel,  Jonathan's  mother  Alice  smokes  pot 
with  Jonathan  and  Bobby,  and  congratulates 
herself  on  secretly  overcoming  the  domestic 
torpor  of  Cleveland.  Slightly  embarrassed  at 
her  own  exuberance,  she  revels  in  becoming 
a  hep  '60s  mom: 

I  didn't  make  an  outright  fool  of 
myself.  I  didn’t  buy  gauzy  skirts  or 
Indian  jewelry  or  sandals  from 
Mexico.  I  didn't  let  my  hair  grow 
long  and  wild.  But  there  was  a 
different  feeling  now.  I  had  a  new 
secret,  a  better  one.  Previously,  my 
only  secrets  had  been  the  facts  that  I 
feared  sex  and  could  not  summon 
any  interest  in  getting  to  know  our 
neighbors.  I’d  felt  frail  and  thin  to 
the  point  of  translucence,  an 
insubstantial  figure  who  got 
headaches  from  the  cold  and  sinus 
infections  from  the  heat.  But  this 
new  secret  was  buoying, 
exhilarating — I  would  be  the 
scandal  of  the  neighborhood  if  1  was 
found  out.  The  secret  wanned  me  as 
I  passed  along  the  aisles  of  the 
supermarket.  I  was  a  mother  who 
got  stoned  with  her  son. 

Alice  concludes,  “There  would  be  a  life 
after  Cleveland.  ’  Her  thoughts  in  some  way 
characterize  the  people  in  A  Home  At  the 
End  of  the  World.  Although  they  all  seek  out 
changes  of  circumstance  in  order  to  save 
themselves  from  solitude  and  fear,  they  all 
— except  possibly  for  Bobby— know  that 
new  circumstances  aren't  enough.  They 
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know  that  becoming  someone,  telling 
yourself  the  story  of  who  you  are,  is  the  trick 
of  being,  of  “getting  a  life." 

Nonetheless,  as  the  story  progresses 
circumstance  intervenes  into  these  people’s 
lives  more  and  more  aggressively.  Alice  and 
her  husband  move  to  Arizona,  her  husband 
dies,  a  lover  of  Jonathan’s  develops  AIDS, 
Clare  gets  pregnant,  and  Bobby,  Clare,  and 
Jonathan  decide  to  establish  a  homestead  in 
upstate  New  York  (which  is,  god  knows,  the 
end  of  the  world). 

The  plot  twists  feel  just  slightly  forced, 
but  Cunningham  is  skilled  enough  to  cover 
his  tracks  by  making  his  characters  as 
skeptical  about  their  bumpy  lives  as  his 
readers  might  be:  as  Alice  tries  to  get  a 
handle  on  her  son’s  sudden  desire  to  enact  a 
post-Woodstock  fantasy  of  domesticity,  she 
asks,  “Jonathan,  honey.  Don’t  you  think 
there’s  something  a  little  ...  kitschy  about  all 
this  yearning  for  home?” 

Elsewhere,  in  a  panic  Clare  grapples  with 
the  idea  that  she,  a  well-dressed  city  hipster, 
will  soon  be  in  the  boondocks  raising  a  child 
with  two  men  who  are  as  much  in  love  with 
each  other  as  with  her:  “I’m  not  this 
unusual,”  she  stammers.  “It’s  just  my  hair.” 

This  is  by  way  of  saying  that  A  Home  At 
the  End  of  the  World  is  a  success  as  a  novel, 
if  only  because  the  characters  in  it  are 
intensely  endearing  without  being  just 
“likable.”  They  are  endearing  because  they 
so  rarely  forget  themselves,  because  they  are 
so  far  from  becoming  a  “choir  of  laughers.” 
And  when  they  happen  upon  their  own 
ability  to  be  extravagant,  they  are  shocked  by 
it,  even  slightly  scared.  As  Clare  says, 
suspiciously  watching  her  companions  dance 
on  their  rooftop  one  summer  night,  and 
momentarily  overcome  by  a  vision  of  herself 
alone  and  without  love,  “To  get  myself  back 
into  real  life,  I  started  dancing.  What  else 
could  I  do?”  □ 
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father  as  lovers,  wives  and  friends;  the  son  as 
friends.  In  fact.  Father’s  Wife  Number  Nine 
becomes  a  dear  (shall  I  say  lifelong?)  friend 
of  Dave’s. 

The  fact  that  Dave  Brandstetter  is  gay  is 
always  dealt  with  matter-of-factly,  as  matter- 
of-factly  as  the  gay  relationship  in  John 
Schlesinger’s  1971  film  Sunday,  Bloody 
Sunday.  It  shows  up  in  how  he  relates  to 
women  (as  equals),  how  he  relates  to 
children  (carefully,  with  respect)  and  most  of 
all,  it  shows  up  in  how  he  relates  to  men. 

During  an  investigation  in  A  Country  of 
Old  Men ,  he  meets  a  young,  naked,  gorgeous 
and  very  willing  man: 

Tyner  leaned  forward  and  put  a  kiss 
on  Dave’s  mouth.  It  tasted  of  the 
heavily  sweetened  drink.  He  tried  to 
take  Dave’s  hand.  “Come  on.  I’m 
lonesome.  ‘The  Lonesomest  Girl  in 
Town.’  You  ever  hear  that?  Some 
old  singer  called  Kay  Starr.” 

Dave’s  response  is,  “I’m  flattered.. .but  my 
sleeping  partner  wouldn’t  like  it.”  Dave  is 
still  with  his  lover  Cecil,  who  is  fairly 
unhappy  in  this  book:  unhappy  that  Dave  has 
not  and  will  not  retire,  has  not  and  will  not 
give  up  smoking  cigarettes.  He  makes  Dave 
avocado  omelettes  then  frets  because  Dave 
isn’t  home  long  enough  to  really  savor  the 
taste. 

There  is  a  strong  feeling  of  the  autumn  of 
life  in  A  Country  of  Old  Men,  sometimes 
centered  around  a  less  than  “good  death.” 
There  is  a  well-written  section  where  Dave 
encounters  a  old  artist  friend  dying  of  AIDS. 

About  the  time  Hansen  wrote  The  Man 
Everybody  War  Afraid  Of  and  Skinflick,  I 
was  afraid  he  had  begun  biting  off  more  than 
he  could  chew.  Those  two  books  were,  for 
me,  overly  ambitious  for  mysteries,  taking 
on  the  right-wing  and  its  hypocrisy  and  its 
scary  (satanic  fundamentalist)  power. 

With  Ray  on  one  aide  and  the 
houseboy  on  the  other,  Kovaks  was 
being  helped  to  walk.  Kovaks  was  a 
brilliantly  gifted  potter.  He  and  Ray 
had  first  met  at  Dave's  house.  Dave 
knew  him  now  because  of  his  wild 
bush  of  hair — not  all  black  anymore, 
shot  with  gray.  He  wouldn’t  have 
known  him  otherwise.  He  was 
terribly  thin.  The  ragged  T-shirt  and 
faded  jeans,  worn  out  at  the  knees 
and  back  pockets,  that  had  always 
been  Kovak's  uniform,  didn't 
conceal  that  he  was  scarcely  more 
than  a  skeleton.  His  sunken  black 
eyes  saw  Dave  now  and  tried  to 
work  up  a  lascivious  gleam,  but  it 
was  no  use.  He  forced  a  grin.  It  was 
like  a  death's  head.  “Hey, 
gorgeous,"  he  said,  “doing  anything 
tonight?" 

The  unravelling  of  this  case,  from  friend 
Madge’s  phone  call  about  an  abused  boy  she 
has  found,  to  the  mystery  of  what  is  in 
Dave’s  old  friend  Helmers's  roman-k-clef,  is 
consistently  excellent  (with  well-drawn 
characters  appearing  throughout  the 
investigation).  Is  Helmes,  author  of  a 
successful  if  nonliterary  story  series,  so 
desirous  of  publishing  a  masterful  novel,  an 
author’s  wink  at  himself? 

This  is  going  out  with  a  classy  nod.  □ 
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New  A  WOMEN’S 
RDS  BOOKSTORE 


Books  •  Journals  •  Records  &  Tapes 
Feminist  &  Multi-Cultural  Presses  • 

Cards  •  Posters  •  Non-sexist  Children's  Books 


10-6  Tues,  Wed,  Friday,  Sat  *10-9Thurs  •  12-6  Sunday 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 


SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


OMW  v 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1 259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  M A  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Monday  -  Saturday  &  Evenings 


Healthy  teeth... 
they're  a 
team  effort 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  •  Boston.  Massachusetts  *02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  •  FAX  (617)  442-6439 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Hepne 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 

4-11  PM  Monday  -  Friday  and  6-11  PM  Sunday 

The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline  is  a  program  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


Thank  you 

for  making  our  benefit 
a  smash  success! 

Special  thanks  to  our  readers  and 
supporters, too  numerous  to  mention. 
You  know  who  you  are... 

Thanks  also  to  the  following  area 
businesses  for  donating  time, 
space  and  materials: 

Watership  Inn 
Bay  Stata  Cruise  Co.,  Inc. 

Coolidge  Corner  Theatre 
New  Words  Bookstore 
Remembrances  Florists 
Brian  Cummings  Salon 
Christina's 

Prime  Time  Limousine 
Glad  Day  Books 
The  ICA 
The  Center 
Dixie  Kitchen 
and  Blumenhaus  Florists 


Back  By  Popular  Demand  ! 

mEETinc 

mEn  rdd... 
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Join  other  gay  men  for  a 

social,  supportive  and  fun  evening 
designed  to  help  you  meet 
the  men  you  want  to  meet  and 
have  the  kind  of  sex  you  want  to  have 
within  your  own  limits. 


Friday,  August  16th,  8  -  1 1  PM 
AIDS  ACTION  Committee 
131  Clarendon  Street,  4th  floor, 
Boston 

Free  admission,  but  space  is  limited. 
To  reserve  a  space,  please  call 
(617)  437-6200,  ext.  499 


“If  Pee- wee 
Herman  was  not 
such  an 
intriguing 
creation 
exposing  both 
the  absurdity 
and  the  harm  of 
traditional 
sexual  and 
gender 

arrangements, 

no  one  would 

have  cared  very 

much.” 

Pee-wee 
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decided  to  do  a  hatchet  job  on  Paul 

Reubens ’s  life  and  career.  But  such  subtletry 

is  lost  on  members  of  the  “helping 

professions”  who  flock  around  such 

instances  like  vultures  looking  for  cultural 

carrion. 

It  was  interesting  that  TV  host  Joan 
Lunden  brought  up  that  distraught  children 
in  denial  might  ask  the  question,  “How  do 
the  police  know  that  Pee-wee  did  this?”  This 
question  actually  begins  to  approach  some  of 
the  social  context  and  subtlety  of  the  case. 
Leshan  replied  with  the  lie:  “It  is  important 
to  tell  children  that  neither  the  police  or  the 
judge  or  the  court  is  going  to  punish  Pee- 
wee.  He  is  going  to  get  psychological  help.” 
This  completely  denies  the  fact  that  Reubens 
has  already  been  punished  by  having  his 
career  destroyed  and  might  well  go  to  jail  if 
the  judge  decides  that  he  would  make  a  good 
public  example.  Leshan,  however,  hit  her  all- 
time  low  in  attempting  to  psychologize  the 
situation  when  she  ended  her  guest  spot  with 
the  following  bit  of  information:  “In  family 
therapy  we  have  what  we  call  a  bell  ringer. 
This  is  the  child  who  tells  the  family 
something  is  wrong.  That  [Reubens]  should 
do  this  in  his  hometown  where  his  family 
lives  shows  us  that  this  is  what  he  was  doing. 
But  he  should  have  done  it  at  the  age  of  5  not 
38.  He  is  really  calling  for  help.” 

The  undercurrent  to  all  of  this  discussion 
is  that  "innocent  children  have  been 
traumatized  by  Pee-wee  Herman.”  Very 
often  the  psychologists  talk  about  how  the 
kids’  “trust”  in  Pee-wee  has  been  destroyed 
and  how  they  will  feel  “betrayed.”  This  is 
exactly  the  same  language  used  in  traditional 
discussions  of  child  abuse.  In  an  extremely 
clever  psychological  and  cultural  switch,  it  is 
not  Paul  Reubens  who  is  the  victim  of  police 
entrapment  and  a  homophobic  press,  but 
“innocent  children”  who  are  now  die  victims 
of  Pee-wee  Herman. 

All  of  the  publicity  generated  by  the  arrest 
is  the  result  of  a  major  backlash  just  waiting 
to  happen  against  the  performer,  his 
character  and  his  TV  show.  The  world  of 
Pee-wee  was  too  subversive  for  this  not  to 
have  happened  at  some  point.  There  were 
indications  of  this  even  during  the  first 
season  of  Pee-Wee’s  Playhouse  when  third- 
rate  comic  Soupy  Sales  (who  had  his  own 
kids’  show  in  the  ’60s)  denounced  Pee-wee 
as  degenerate.  Sales  claimed  that  “what  I  did 
on  my  show  was  fun,  but  what  he  [Reubens] 
does  is  disgusting.” 

What  makes  the  whole  situation  even 
odder  is  the  fact  that  Reubens  managed  to 
get  by  for  so  long  without  very  much 
criticism.  This  is  made  even  stranger  by  the 
fact  that  the  character  Pee-wee 
Herman — and  by  extension,  one  would 
imagine,  its  creator  Paul  Reubens — is 
generally  seen  by  adults  as  being 
homosexual.  While  there  is  a  tradition  of 
homoerotics  in  popular  American  culture 
(one  only  has  to  think  of  Wally  Cox’s  Mr. 
Peepers  of  the  ’50s,  of  Liberracci’s  queenly 
flamboyance  and  of  Milton  Bearle’s 
television  drag  routines),  Reubens  managed 
to  be  a  little  more  upfront,  a  little  less  subtly 
subversive.  There  is  also  the  fact  that  most  of 


these  other  performers  existed  in  the  relative 
innocence  of  the  1950s,  where  sexual  subtext 
was  generally  left  unexamined  and  what 
might — on  the  surface — appear  to  be  simple 
fun  was  seen  as  just  that 

What  is  most  amazing  about  all  the  news 
reports  of  Reubens’s  arrest,  however,  is  the 
fact  that  the  issue  of  sexuality  is  almost 
completely  absent.  This  is  odd,  first  because 
most  people  assume  that  Reubens  himself  is 
gay  given  the  fey  nature  of  Pee-wee  Herman, 
and  second  because  it  is  known — although 
perhaps  not  widely  known — that  porno 
theaters  are  male  cruising  grounds.  In  small 
towns  or  cities  where  there  is  no  gay  pom 
theater  (generally  because  any  gay  business 
visibility  incurs  legal  and  physical  risks)  gay 
men — and  closeted  men  and  “straight”  men 
who  have  sex  with  other  men  but  do  not  self- 
identify  as  gay — will  cruise  theaters  showing 
heterosexual  pom.  This  could  very  well  have 
been  what  Reubens  was  doing  when  arrested 
at  the  Sarasota  theater,  which  was  showing 
Naughty  Nurse. 

There  are  probably  several  reasons  why 
news  reports  have  refused  to  discuss  or  even 
speculate  on  Reubens’s  sexuality.  On  one 
hand,  given  the  vehement  stand  that  almost 
all  of  the  straight  press  took  against  “outing” 
a  year  ago,  it  would  certainly  appear 
hypocritical  to  “out”  Reubens  now.  Since  he 
was  allegedly  caught  dick-in-hand  doing  a 
solo  number,  there  is  no  “proof”  of 
homosexuality  here  and  the  media  might  be 
unwilling  to  infer  the  obvious — and 
logical — conclusions.  But  this  surely  is  not 
the  only  reason  for  the  refusal  to  bring  up  the 
issue  of  sexual  identity  here.  It  is  clear  that 
Pee-wee  Herman  is  a  great  favorite  among 
children.  Pee-Wee’s  Playhouse  was  an 
extremely  popular  show  that  spawned  a 
whole  line  of  Pee-wee  licensed  toys  and 
games.  If  the  mainstream  media  were  to 
conjecture  that  Paul  Reubens  is  a 
homosexual,  most  of  America’s  children 
would  have  to  face  the  fact  that  their 
idol — or  rather  the  creator  of  their  idol — is  a 
gay  man.  And  that  would  mean  that,  well, 
you  know,  maybe  fags  aren’t  that  bad  after 
all.  A  frightening  thought  for  all  those  moms 
and  dads  out  in  TV  Land. 

The  decision  of  the  media  not  to  discuss 
Reubens’s  sexuality  is  not  an  ethical  one 
based  upon  a  right  to  privacy.  If  that  were  the 
issue,  they  never  would  have  publicized  the 
news  of  the  arrest.  The  decision  here  to  “in” 
Reubens  is  based  on  protecting  the 
heterosexual  status  quo.  Reubens  may  not  be 
a  model  straight  man  (they  are  usually 
married,  with  children  and  never  go  to  pom 
theaters),  but  even  an  imperfect  heterosexual 
is  preferable  to  a  beloved  homosexual. 

One  of  the  primal  social  fears  of  the 
’50s — especially  after  the  publication  of  The 
Kinsey  Report  which  said  homosexual 
activity  was  widespread  in  U.S. 
culture — was  that  there  were  hidden 
homosexuals  everywhere.  This  led  to,  among 
other  things,  the  Army-McCarthy  hearings 
as  well  as  widespread  discrimination.  After 
21  years  of  gay  liberation,  this  fear  is  still 
prevalent.  The  only  difference  is  that  it  is 
now  easier  and  somewhat  safer  to  come  out. 
The  refusal  to  indicate  Reubens’s  sexuality  is 
a  new  straight  media  ploy.  It  used  to  be  that 
homosexuals  had  to  be  exposed  in  order  for 
the  “general  population”  to  be  safe.  This 
tactic  rested  on  the  idea  that  there  were  not 
really  that  many  homosexuals  around.  But 
the  gay  movement  has  proved  to  everyone 
that  there  are  many  more  homosexuals  than 
anyone  ever  thought,  and  that  we  really  are 
everywhere — even  on  children’s  television. 
In  light  of  this  new  understanding,  the  media 
has  rethought  its  tendency  to  “out”  and  has 
now  decided  that  it  is  better  for  the  fact  of 
homosexuality  to  be  silenced  than  brought  to 
light 

All  of  the  mainstream  reporting  on  the 
Paul  Reubens  arrest  has  been  a  case  study  of 
media  hypocrisy  and  manipulation.  Why  has 
such  a  small  incident  been  blown  so  out  of 
proportion?  Clearly,  this  was  the  perfect  peg 
upon  which  to  hang  the  Pee- 
wee-b  ackl  ash-in-th  e-making. 

Why  isn’t  the  media  asking  questions 
about  what  the  police  are  doing  entrapping 
and  arresting  men  who,  in  the  relative 
privacy  of  a  pom  theater,  happen  to  have 
their  dicks  out?  This  is  clearly  the  perfect 
“victimless  crime,”  and  something  that 
occurs  on  a  daily  basis  in  almost  every  city 
in  the  entire  country. 

Why  is  there  all  this  concern  about  “the 
children”?  This  media  campaign  is 
beginning  to  resemble  the  beginnings  of  the 
Anita  Bryant  “Save  Our  Children”  hysteria, 
only  this  time  cloaked  in  kinder,  gentler 
psychobabble. 

Why  aren’t  television  stations  asking 
psychologists  to  help  parents  explain  why 
President  Bush  decided  to  cause  widespread 
famine  and  disease  by  bombing  Iraq? 

Why  aren’t  they  helping  to  explain  to 
children  why  the  United  States  still  has  not 
made  a  real  commitment  to  deal  with  AIDS? 

Continued  on  backpage 
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Oal(  M  per  Mm  I  b<  1?  goart  of  ol4*r.  iart.l,  lar.,  1*591 


Personals 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to 
GCN  Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN 
Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be 
addressed  to  GCN  boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue 
in  which  it  appears.  Check  carefully  to  be  sure 
you  have  the  correct  box  number! 


FATAL  ATTRACTION 

No,  really,  it's  not  what  I  want — hot,  passionate, 

steamy  sex  spirialling  into  destructive  love . 

Please,  DONT  answer  this  ad  if  you  will  give  me 
all  this...  (pant,  pant.)  Box  J732 


HOT,  HARD  ACTION.... 

or  gentle  romance.  One  on  one  or  group  action. 
REAL  MEN  CLUB  HAS  WHAT  YOU  WANT. 
Don't  put  it  off,  you  need  it  NOW!  617-848-0027. 


PENCIL  DICKSI 

Big  fat  cocks  are  way  too  much  for  my  butt;  long 
and  thin  is  in  (me).  If  you've  above  average  length 
and  average  girth  I've  got  the  rubbers  and  lube. 
Write  GCN  Box  800,  photos/phones  answered 
first.  (3) 


BEAR  PAIR 

Beards,  leather,  t-shirts,  tight  denim  shorts,  boots 
and  I  believe  I  saw  a  tattoo  or  two.  You  guys 
stared  at  me  at  Copley  Place  Sbarro.  I  was  too 
nervous  to  smile  and  swallow  ziti  simultaneously. 
Please  get  in  touch  with  me.  GCN  358.  (4) 


FREE  SAMPLES 

1-900-976  6688  enter  33  you  won't  believe  your 
ears.  First  18  seconds  free  then  just  $2  minute  10 
minute  minimum,  please!  (4) 


Rides 


NEWMR  DIRECT  BUS 

North  East  Women's  Musical  Retreat  8/30-9/2, 
New  York  City  to  Hardwick,  MA  $50  RT;  SASE 
to:  RICE,  P.O.  Box  365,  1636  3rd  Ave.  N.Y.,  NY 
10128;  more  info  call  (212)  969-8746.  (4) 


Announcements 


CATS/DOGS  LOW  COST  SPAYING 

Low  cost  spaying  and  neutering  for  cals  and  dogs. 
For  those  who  cannot  afford  regular  vet  fees. 
Performed  by  licensed  vets  in  their  own  clinics. 
For  application  call  899-8523.  (6) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

The  Foundation  for  Children  with  AIDS  is 
seeking  volunteers  to  commit  to  3  hrs.  per  month. 
For  more  info,  please  call  Loretta  at  625-2121 . 


CHER  SOCIETY 

Since  1964  Cher  has  enlivened  our  lives  and  now 
we  enliven  hers!  A  club  to  share  Cher!  PO  Box 
770255  New  Orleans,  LA  70117  (V.  19  N8) 


VIDEO  EXCHANGE 

30  year  old  GM  would-be  smut  auteur  wants  to 
trade  with  other  video  piggies.  Have  solo  tapes 
right  how  to  exchange;  also  looking  for  Boston- 
area  exhibitionists  to  show  off  for  my  lens.  GCN 
Box  801. 


18  YEAR-OLD  NEEDS  HELP 

18  year  old  queer  (newspaper)  in  bad  financial 
shape  needs  your  help.  Please  send  as  much  $  as 
you  can  to  GCN  Donations  Dept,  62  Berkeley  St. 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 

ALTERNATIVE 

LIFESTYLE 

1-900-740-6600 

Private  mailboxes  $  1 .39 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  NANCY! 

ILYA  &  E.  B  -P 


EXCLUSIVELY  FOR  INMATES 

We  have  everything  wholesale  from  TV's  to 
sneakers  and  socks.  FREE  Brochure:  Inside 
Shopper  219  P  Berlin  Rd  Suite  185,  Cherry  Hill, 
NJ  08034-3534  (3) 


CALL  FOR  RESEARCH  PARTICIPANTS 

Female  Doctoral  researcher  conducting 
interviews  about  relationships  of  women  who  in 
the  past  have  sexually  abused  children.  For  info. 
(617)  266-8800  ext.  210  (after  5  PM  answering 
machine  in  private  office.)  (19,9) 


HELP  OVERTURN 
THE  GAG  RULE 

send  a  message  to  congress  to  overturn  the  gag 
rule.  Call  1-800-325-6000,  ask  for  Western  Union 
hotline  #9888.  A  letter  will  be  sent  to  targeted 
lawmakers  in  your  name  and  your  phone  number 
will  be  billed  $5.45.  Call  1-800-325-6000  and  ask 
for  Western  Union  Hotline  #9888.  Sponsored  by 
Fund  for  the  Feminist  Majority,  Arlington,  VA. 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  CLASSIFIEDS 

HEADLINE  ( optional) 

BOLD _ 

max.  30  characters 

FLAMER _ 

max.  20  characters 

COPY 


Attach  extra  sheets  as  needed;  each  word  after  25  words  is  25  (,  business  ads  35  ( 


BASIC  COST 

□  Non-business: 

$6  for  1st  25  words;  25#  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Business: 

$8  for  1st  25  words;  35e  for  each  addtl  word 
$ _ per  ad  x _ (number  of  runs) 

HEADINO 

□  Flamer  $3.00  x _ (number  of  runs) 

□  Bold  $1.50  x _  (number  of  tuns) 

DISCOUNTS 

10-20  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

21-30  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

31+  Consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

BOX  SERVICE 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  six  weeks 

BOXED  DISPLAY  CLASSIFIEDS 

□  $15  per  column  inch,  inches  x  $15 

TOTAL 


CATEGORY 

□ 

PERSONALS 

s 

□ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

□ 

HELP  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

HOUSING  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

$ 

□ 

APARTMENTS 

S 

□ 

SUMMER  RENTALS 

$ 

□ 

MASSAGE 

$ 

□ 

FOR  SALE 

$ 

□ 

PUBLICATIONS 

$ 

□ 

ORGANIZATIONS 

% 

□ 

SERVICES 

□ 

RIDES 

$ 

□ 

MOVERS 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Deadline  for  Classifieds  is  Friday  at  3  pm.  for  the  next  Friday's  edition.  All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 
No  ads  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Please  clip  and  return  this  ad  form  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  02116 


LESBIAN/BISEXUAL  WOMEN 
LIVING  WITH  HIV 

We  are  a  group  of  lesbian/bisexual  women  who 
are  organizing  a  conference  for  the  fall  entitled 
“Lesbians  in  the  AIDS  Crisis:  Honoring  Our 
Lives  and  Our  Work."  We  are  seeking  women 
who  are  living  with  HIV  who  would  like  to  share 
their  stories  with  other  women  at  this  conference. 
If  you  are  interested,  please  call:  Deb  1-800-285- 
8880  or  Sally  (401)  863-1987  collect,  or  Write  to: 
Lesbian  AIDS  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  23331, 
Weybossett  Hill  Station,  Providence,  RI 02903 


Massage 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For 
the  Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional 
Gentleman  With  Strong  Caring  Hands.  Beacon 
Hill  “Carlos"  742-2416  (10) 


URBAN  RENEWAL 

Full  body  massage  restores  the  best  in  you. 
Excellent  professional  work  offered  in  cool 
relaxing  atmosphere.  Flexible  hours.  Call  Robert 
247-0195.  Near  Symphony  Hall.  (5) 


For  Sale 


Cambridge,  West  Charming  two  bedroom  single 
family  home.  Recently  updated  systems  and 
decor.  Hardwood  floors.  Lovely  yard.  Serene 
treed  one-way  street.  $199,000  firm.  876-3908.  (4) 


STAT  CAMERA 

GCN  has  a  perfectly  good  stat 
camera  that  is  taking  up  too 
much  room.  Compugraphic 
Camera  System  1418B. 
Price  negotiable.  (Cheap!) 

Call  426-4469. 


Services 


Discreet  phone  answering 

•  Separate  private  phone  number 

•  Password  protection 

•  National  network  includes  Boston, 
Londonderry,  Lowell,  Hartford, 
Providence,  NY,  LA,  SF,  and 
many  others 

ct  Voice  let 

AMV©X 

(617)  446-7700 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

" Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (Included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  tor  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


Help  Wanted 


(4) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

...for  disabled  woman.  Mon-Fri.  morning  & 
evening  hours;  or  Sat  &  Sun  morning  hours. 
Dependable,  care  preferred,  will  train.  Jamaica 
Plain.  524-3511.  (6) 


All  new!  24  hour  live  psychic  line  personalizing 
in  gay  relationships.  Answers  you  questions.  We 
can  help.  It  works.  Nationally  known.  Proven 
results.  1  -900-7 86-4ESP  $5/Min.  (3) 


FOREX- 


ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

i 

482-2900 


Serving  the 

Community  since  1975 


GCN  needs  volunteers  to  do 
lots  of  things^  Don't  miss 
this  chance  to  help  out 
your  favorite  weekly.  Call 
426-4469  for  more  details. 


Apartments 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

2  1/2  bedrooms,  Arbor/Pond  area,  hdwd  firs,  lg 
sunny  rooms,  security  sys,  owner  occ.  3  decker, 
no  pets  or  smokers  pis,  $750  Avail.  Sept  1.  522- 
0345.  •  (3) 


2  GREAT  APTS 

Mission  Hill/Medical  area.  One,  $750-floor 
through  new  kitchen  and  bathroom.  The  other, 
$850  2  floor  triplex,  large  eat-in  kitchen  w/ 
dishwasher,  living  room,  wall-to-wall  carpeting, 
den,  2  bedrooms,  bath  and  a  half,  use  of 
washer/dryer.  Deck  off  kitchen  over  looking  huge 
backyard.  Ideal  for  people  who  like  to  garden  and 
enjoy  being  in  the  country.  Safe,  great 
neighborhood.  Great  place  for  animals.  Dead  end 
street,  or  street  parking.  Call  427-7836! 


INCREDIBLE  VALUE 

Brigham  Circle-Mission  Hill,  two  great 
apartments.  Newly  renovated.  Both  gay  owned 
$750  and  $875.  Call  for  information.  427-7836. 

(4) 


CALL  298-3989 

Two  2  BR  apartments.  One  larger  1  BR.  Beautiful 
yard.  Rent  Negotiable  ($600-700)  pets  O.K. 
Mattapan-consider  it!  Work  exchange  discounts 
rent.  (5) 


CAMBRIGEPORT 

1  bedrm,  private  yard,  off-st.  parking,  small  but 
nice,  1-year  lease.  Aug  15,  call  661-2083.  $775 
including  heat.  (4) 


LOVELY  7  ROOM  HOUSE 

Mattapan/Milton  line.  2-3  bedroom  duplex.  Safe, 
quiet  street  Big  yard,  W/D,  pets  OK.  On  red  line 
trolley.  $850+  utilities.  Available  now.  492-1 822 

(4) 


MATTAPAN 

4rm  2BR  3rd  floor  of  3;  bus  or  1  mi  to  trolley 
$700  ht  incl.  Pets  possible  Kathy/Rebecca  298- 
3989  (6) 

Spacious  2  BR  apt  avail  9/1  in  Somerville, 

Prospect  Hill,  DR,  LR  w/  fireplace,  hdwd  floors, 
porch,  parking,  quiety  street,  $775  +  util.  625- 
5986.  (7) 


DORCHESTER/LOWER  MILLS/MILTON 

Ideal  for  couple  of  single  person.  Spacious  4 
rooms,  1  bedroom,  newly  renovated,  hardwood 
floors,  big  yard,  off  street  parking,  back  porch, 
nearT.  $750  including  heat.  Comfy.  265-3352. 
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Roommates 


Vacations 


TRY  GCN* S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 

All  roommate  and 
housemate  ads  that  are 
prepaid  for  two  weeks 
we  will  run  until  you 
find  a  roommate. 

Ads  are  not  automatically  renewed. 
You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls 
for  renewals  will  be  accepted  on 
Fridays  until  3  pm.  426-4469. 


J.P  ROOM  AVAILABLE  IMMEDIATELY 

2  LFs  seek  3rd  for  comfortable,  sunny,  secure, 
3BR  apt  $320.  includes  all  utilities.  Near  T,  bus. 
Arbor,  Pond.  983-9515.  (5) 


ALLSTON 

4  LF  looking  for  2  more  to  share  sober,  semi-coop 
household.  Lots  of  space,  HW  floors,  porch, 
garden.  Near  T,  bus,  Boston  Food  Coop.  $254+. 
Avail.  Aug  1.  254-0448. 


FIELD  CORNER-DORCHESTER 

Deaf  lesbian,  deaf  GM,  and  3  hearing  cats  seek 
3rd  and  4th  responsible  housmates.  We — EZ 
household,  sense  of  humor,  friendly,  very  near  red 
T  and  ships.  $211.67  +  1/4  utils  and  $226.66  + 
1/4  utils.  Avail.  9/1.  Dial  relay  service  first:  1- 
800-434-2370,  then  ask  for  Robin  524-6356  (tty 
only).  (6) 


DAVIS  SQUARE 

I  am  an  HF,  homosexual  female  looking  for  two 
housemates  available  August  15.  1/2  block  from 
T.  Large  rooms  $250+.  No  smokers  or  pets  please 
call  625-2159.  (nr  4) 


EAST  ARLINGTON-WALK  TO  T 

2  lesbians  plus  cat  seek  lesbian/GM  25+  to  share 
our  home.  Good  communication,  sense  of  humor, 
open  to  racial  diversity.  No  smoke,  drugs, 
minimum  alcohol.  Beautiful,  spacious  apartment. 
$366+,  643-2426.  (2) 


GLOUCESTER 

GF  28+  to  share  2  bedroom  condo  in  Gloucester. 
Accessible  to  train  and  shopping.  Central  air, 
central  heat.  Washer/dryer.  Quiet.  $450  per  month 
inch  heat  (508)  281-8155  (3) 


BELMONT-L  30's  sk  n-smk  L  for  beauty,  7rm, 
2BR,  with  hdw  fl.,  W/D,  EIK,  pchs,  strg,  pkg.,  nr 
bus.  Cam,  pike,  Rt  2.  $450+  484-7998.  (3) 


PORTER  SQ„  CAMB. 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  friendly,  sunny  spacious 
Cambridge  home.  No  smoke,  min  drugs  or 
alcohol.  $325+,  491-4005.  (3) 


GM  IN  NEWTON  CTR. 

to  share  a  beautiful,  sunny  &  spacious  home  with 
a  responsible  person  who  loves  life.  Furnished 
(except  your  rooms)  Fireplace,  Hardwood  Floors, 
dishwasher,  W  &  D,  full  basement,  yard,  near  the 
T  and  swimming  lake,  parking.  No  drugs  or  pets 
please.  Avail  8.1.  $600+  D  926-8338,  E  964- 
1182.  (3) 


TREND  SETTER  WANTED 

LF  44,  zany/responsible,  seeks  similar  to  share  6- 
room  apt.  I'm  working  class  background, 
“professional”  job,  fat  politics,  3+  years  recovery. 
No  booze  or  diets.  $400+  gets  you  2  rooms  and 
common  space.  Available  now.  776-2793.  (19,2) 


BOSTON  APT.  NEAR  AUDITORIUM 

GM  28  seeks  3  roommates  (24+)  to  share 
apartment  Heal/hot  water  included.  Washer/dryer 
in  basement  Available  September  1st.  $325  a 
month  and  util.  Call  267  -59G6.  (4) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

GM  34  sks  friendly  non  drinker  to  share  bright, 
spacious  2  bedroom  on  beautiful  street  w/  lots  of 
trees.  W/D,  nice  porch,  $490  includes  heat.  524- 
6050.  (4) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  SING.  FAM.  HOUSE 

2  Ls  seek  2  Ls.  1  1/2  baths.  Off-street  parking. 
Front  porch.  Bam  in  back,  great  for  artists!  5 
mins,  to  pond,  10  mins,  to  T.  Av.  8/1 — 9/1. 
$300+.  522-8235.  (8) 

2  women  need  3rd  to  share  our  sunny-warm  2nd 

Or  Brighton  apt  in  house.  Parking.  T,  porch  and 
humor  provided.  Avail.  9/1.  $333+.  Call  787- 
5195.  W 


DAVIS  SO- SOMERVILLE 
2LF  A  cat  seek  LF/GM  to  share  sunny  spacious 
211  3  bedrm  apt  in  lesbian  owned  house.  W/D. 
Bkyd.  Alcohof/chem  -  free  environment.  Steps  to 
T.  $375+.  Avail  8/1 5  or  9/1 . 666-9644.  (4) 


Movers 


Appleton  Moving  Company,  Inc.  Your  moving 
partner.  Low  rates.  Excellent  service.  Fast, 
efficient,  careful.  Gay  owned  and  operated. 
Packing,  pianos,  hoisting.  Boston:  641-1234 
Suburbs:  246-1905  (V19J9) 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New 
and  used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers. 
Truck  and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload 
your  truck.  522-0826 


Publications 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s 
oldest  women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews, 
conference  coverage,  and  news-on  health, 
feminist  theory,  reproductive  rights,  civil  rights 
and  political  work  among  working,  disabled, 
incarcerated,  old  and  poor  women,  women  of 
color,  lesbians  and  women  from  every  continent 
$15/11  issues 


THE  OTHER  SIDE  OF  THE  STORY 

That's  what  you  get  inside  every  issue  of  IN 
THESE  TIMES.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media 
ignores,  and  that's  why  our  unique  point  of  view 
has  been  trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for 
fifteen  years.  Experience  the  very  best  in 
alternative  American  journalism  by  ordering  a 
sample  copy  today.  Write:  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
2040  N.  Milwaukee  Ave.,  Chicago,  IL  60647  or 
subscribe  toll  free  from  anywhere  in  the  U.S.: 
(800)  435-0715.  GIVE  US  A  TRY.  WE'LL  GIVE 
YOU  THE  VIEW  FROM  THE  OTHER  SIDE. 

WOMEN'S  REVIEWOF'BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN'S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women’s 
Research  Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181. (ex) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor 
by  and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree- who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro, 
No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114.  (18.35) 


gayeIaLOw  m 

T973  PAGES  IAJ 

Accommodations,  AIDS/HIV  resources.  Uaro, 
bookstores,  various  businesses,  health  care, 
legal  services,  organizations,  publications, 
religious  groups,  switchboards,  therapists, 
travel  agents,  &  much  more,  for  gay  women 
and  men. 

All  prices  below  INCLUDE  FIRST  CLASS 
POSTAGE  to  USA,  Canada  &  Mexico,  in 
sealed,  discreet  envelopes.  Mailing  lists  are 
strictly  confidential. 

Orders  Irom  ouside  USA  (including  Canada  & 
Mexico);  payment  must  be  in  US  Funds  payable 
on  a  US  bank,  or  by  Post  Office  or  Amencan 
Express  money  order  (We  suggest  you  try  a 
local  bookstore  first,  to  avoid  possible  Customs 
problems!) 

US/CANADA.  Canada  and  USA  for  women  & 
men  City  by  city  information  for  all  US  States. 
Canadian  Provinces,  and  the  US  Virgin  Islands, 
lus  nationwide  resources  including 
eadquarters  of  national  organizations  and 
caucuses;  publications;  mail  order  companies, 
etc  $12.00;  outside  N.  America  $17  (airmail) 
NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY.  NY  &  NJ;  separate 
Women  s  Section;  Manhattan  bar  notes  by  Jerry 
Fitzpatrick  (5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

SOUTHERN/Southem  Midwest.  64  pages  AL 
A Z.  AR.  FL.  GA.  KS.  KY.  LA,  MS,  MO,  NM.  NC, 
OK.  PR,  SC,  TN.  TX.  US  Virgin  Islands,  VA 
$5.00;  outside  N.  America  $8  (airmail) 
NORTHEAST.  CT.  DE.  DC.  ME,  MA.  NH.  OH, 

PA.  Rl.  VT,  WV  $5.00;  ouside  N.  America  $8 
(airmail) 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  BOX  292-GCN 
VILLAGE  STATION,  NEW  YORK,  NY 
10014-0292  (212)  674-0120 


DIXIE  KITCHEN 

182  Mass.  Ave.  •  Boston 


GAY  TRAVEL 

VIDEO  SERIES 


Now  Available  on  VHS! 

FEATURING: 

•  Key  West 

•  Ft.  Lauderdale 

•  Provincetown 

•  Montreal 

COMING  THIS  SUMMER: 

Palm  Springs, The  Russian  River,  San  Francisco, 
New  York  City,  and  Gay  &  Lesbian  Europe _ 

Tapes  cost  $19.95  each 
Provincetown  2  part  series  $29.95 

For  information  or  to  order  a  tape  by  Mastercard  or 
VISA  in  Mass.,  caU 

(617)  723-5130 

Or  In  the  U.S., 

1-800-338-6550 


LESBIAN  PARADISE 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  not  tub.  With  100 
mountain  acres,  hiking  trails,  yummy  breakfasts, 
peace  &  privacy,  we're  your  perfect  vacation 
choice!  Golf,  tennis,  antiquing,  summer  theater 
nearby.  Spectacular  fall  colors!  HIGHLANDS 
INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem  NH  03574.  (603) 
869-3978 .  Grace,  Innkeeper.  (v.  1 9j.  1 6) 


The  most  comprehensive  and 
updated  source  of  information  and 
i  organizations  in  New  England  ! 


THE  NEW  ENGLAND 
COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


To  Order  in  Mass., 
call  (617)  723-5130 
In  the  U.S,  1-800-338-6550 
MC/VISA  Welcome 


Over  200  pages  of  contacts,  businesses  & 


Or  send  $6.95  to:  Kennedy  Publishing,  105 
Charles  Street,  Suite  283,  Boston,  MA  02114 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 


Looking  for  love!  GM  looking  for  someone 
to  share  my  heart,  soul  and  life.  Looks  & 
age  unimportant.  I  enjoy  reading,  writing, 
sports,  dancing,  candlelight  dinners, 
romantic  evenings.  Ricky  HAMM,  89119, 

Star  Rt.  Box  22-b,  Tucker  AR  72168 _ 

Gay  weightlifter  looking  for  interesting 
people  to  correspond  with.  Have  many 
interests.  Please  send  SASE  for  quick  reply. 
Emmette  MITCHELL,  C-22649,  Box  29, 

Represa  CA  95671 _ 

I'm  vivacious,  witty,  robust,  humorous  & 
promiscuous— &  looking  for  a  dear  friend  of 
like  mind.  Will  write  all.  Jerome  OATES, 
E52334,  Box  3457,  4A-2R-27L,  Corcoran 

CA  93212 _ 

Pre-op,  M  to  F,  TS,  open-minded  and  caring 
is  looking  for  real  people  to  kick  subjects 
around  with.  All  races,  sexual  orientations 
&  genders  welcome.  Kristy  CRUNK, 
RR#1,  Box  36,  Jackson  NC  27845.  (Also,  a 
network  of  prisoners  &  free  folk  are  trying 
to  get  "Star  Trek"  to  include  an  openly  gay 
regular  character  on  the  show.  Please  send 
letters  to  Star  Trek-Creator  &  to  Paramount 
Board  Chair,  both  c/o  Paramount,  5555 

Melrose  Ave,  L.A.,  CA  90038). _ 

Hello  out  there!  I'm  a  GM  with  many 
interests,  &  one  of  them  is  writing.  I  also 
like  New  Wave  music,  books,  movies,  the 
beach.  I’m  looking  for  a  penpal  &  possibly 
more.  Worry,  can't  write  other  prisoners. 
Tom  H.  GANDY,  D-34332,  480  Alta  Rd, 

F3-14-232,  San  Diego  CA  92179 _ 

Bisexual  M  seeking  penpals.  Very  outgoing 
&  fun,  likes  music,  outdoors,  photography. 
Looking  for  friendship  to  pass  the  time. 
Will  answer  all,  photo  gets  photo.  Chris 
LEE,  537642,  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX 

77349 _ 

Bisexual  looking  for  friends  to  exchange 
letters  with.  Pm  not  allowed  to  correspond 
with  prisoners.  Only  the  sincere  need  write. 
I  want  a  friend.  Charles  ROCHE  Jr., 
902303,  Box  41  (Death  Row),  Michigan 

City,  IN  46360 _ _ _ 

I'm  French,  Italian  &  Spanish  &  I  love 
karate,  swimming,  shopping,  clothes, 
reading,  meeting  new  people.  If  you  want  to 
meet  me,  just  write  this  sexy  Taurus,  sir. 
Allen  "niko"  RODRIGUEZ  ffl.  Box  2000, 

90B74,  Pine  City  NY  14871 _ 

I  am  interested  in  writing  person  with  AIDS 
to  try  &  cheer  them  up  as  much  as  I  can. 
Please  write  me:  Kenneth  MAGEE,  97408, 
Camp  J  Cuda  4-R-5,  La.  State  Penitentiary, 

Angola  LA  70712 _ 

Anyone  who  feels  strongly  against  human 
rights  violations,  please  will  you  assist  me 
in  helpring  eliminate  some  of  them?  I  am  a 
falsely  imprisoned  caring  man.  Write  T. 
TRIGGS,  D-06784,  H-341-L,  Calif. 
Medical  FAcility,  Box  2000,  Vacaville  CA 

95696 _ 

I'm  seeking  a  pen -friend  who  is  over  18  of 
any  looks,  shape,  size,  sex,  race,  color, 
sexual  preference,  religous  preference, 
political  ideology— for  friendship  or  even 
more.  Please  write  Jim  MASTER,  73764, 
Star  Route  22-B,  Tucker  AR  72168 _ 


‘‘TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PNISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE ” 
Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


WOMEN  SEEKING  FRIENDS 

<£> 

Dyke  seeking  the  lady  of  my  dreams  to  fill 
my  strong  arms.  I'm  a  Gemini  and  I'm 
searching  for  someone  warm  and  soft  who 
will  share  all  life  has  to  offer.  Please  write 
Bobby  Jo  PITMAN,  4520-154,  Ky.  Corr. 
Inst,  for  Women,  Pewee  Valley,  KY 

40056 _ 

I'm  a  GBF  looking  for  friendship  or 
companionship.  I'm  a  very  honest  person 
and  will  answer  all  letters.  Sorry,  but  I  can't 
write  to  other  prisoners.  I  have  a  joy  for 
writing  and  meeting  new  people.  I'm  very 
lonely  so  please  write  soon.  Faye 
COLEMAN,  906926,  401  N.  Randolph 
Street,  Indianapolis  IN  46201 _ ’ _ 

who  aren't  caught  up  in  role-playing.  I'm 
not  into  sex  letters.  Jery  RAGLAND, 
81934,  MSU,  Star  Rt.  22B,  Tucker  AR 
721 68 _ 


GM,  athletic,  versatile,  open,  honest,  and 
lonely,  looking  for  a  true  friendship  with 
other  gays.  Please  write!  William  L. 
STALEY,  039984,  Box  747,  Starke  FL 

32091 _ 

Handsome  Spanish  male,  without  friends  or 
family,  feeling  very  lonely— seeks  someone 
to  share  correspondence  and  more.  Please 
write  Miguel  Angel  ALEJO,  395735,  Box 

747,  Starke  FL  32091 _ 

Bi  Latin  and  Black  male,  imprisoned  in 
New  York  State,  needs  your  help.  If  you 
know  what’s  it's  like  to  be  left  alone  with 
only  four  walls  to  talk  to,  please  give  me  a 
hand.  I'm  an  excellent  kisser  &  get  out  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Let's  start  something 
wonderful.  Marvin  THOMAS,  85B1673, 

Puch  1,  Wood  bourne  NY  12788 _ 

Lonely  M  seeks  correspondence  and 
friendship  from  feminine-acting  gay  person, 
due  to  be  released  soon.  (Please  do  not 
make  reference  to  anything  gay  on  the 
envelope,  or  it  will  cause  me  a  lot  of 
trouble.)  Terry  STONEB  URNER,  160-954, 

Box  4571,  Lima  OH  45802 _ 

I  like  to  have  a  good  time  with  someone 
who  I  can  be  myself  with.  I'm  also  looking 
for  a  relationship  with  a  GM.  My  name  is 
Riccardo  Stacey  Walker,  but  I  like  to  be 
called  "Stacey  on  Rickie."  Write  R.  S. 
WALKER,  R-139-665,  Box  45699. 

Lucasville  OH  45699 _ 

Gay  male  weightlifter,  handsome  Italian 
with  good  personality,  warm  heart,  sincere 
&  very  lonely.  I  am  honest,  no  games.  I 
seek  TV  or  TS  for  correspndence.  Must  be 
sincere.  I'd  really  like  to  meet  someone 
who's  special  or  maybe  just  a  friend.  Write 
Frank  CALDERON,  660183,  Box  520, 

Walla  Walla  WA99362 _ 

I'm  a  gay  man  who  would  love  a  penpal  to 
write  to.  I'd  really  appreciate  it.  I'll  be 
released  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Please  write 
me:  David  KLEMEN,  Box  351,  Waupun, 
WI 53963 _ 
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Every  Friday,  Boston  ♦  GCN  FRIDAY  NIGHT  STUFFING 
PARTY.  Come  help  with  the  weekly  bulk  mailings  of  your 
favorite  newspaper.  Eat  pizza  and  make  new  friends. 

GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  For  more  information  426-4469. 


St  Mill  Be  'Rvulq  Mien  t[oa,  yfowe" 
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Calendar  ktlngs  must  be  received  by  the  Monday 
before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos  encouraged! 
Listings  may  also  be  sent  electronically  by  the 
Tuesday  before  the  week  of  the  event  at  the 
(olowlng  addresses:  via  AT&T  Mall,  Inaleks;  via  the 
Internet,  naleks  @  attmail.com;  via  X.400,  c  -  us  / 
admd  -  attmall  /  pn«  /  given  name  «  norm  / 
surname  »  aleks  /  dda  (Id)  -  naleks.  No  phone  calls, 
please. 

Please  specify  If  event  Is  or  Is  not  wheelchair 
accessible  and'or  sign  language  interpreted.  Please 
use  our  format  as  a  guide  for  listings,  Including  time, 
date,  place,  and  a  contact  person.  All  listings  must 
be  typed.  Please  note  that  listings  are  printed  only 
as  space  allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print 
every  submission. 

Phone  numbers  listed  are  In  the  617  area  code,  and 
cities  are  In  Massachusetts,  unless  otherwise  noted. 

3  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston.  Info: 
Mary  776-7154. 

Amherst  ♦  Northampton/Amherst  Lesbian  Festival. 
UMass  campus,  by  the  pond  (If  rain,  In  Student 
Union  ballroom).  10  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  Tickets  $18 
negotiable.  Many  performers.  No  scents.  Info:  Andl 
(413)  586-5679. 

Cambridge  ♦  Open  Discussion  on  Coming  Out  for 
Women  of  All  Ages.  11  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

N.  Attleboro  ♦  Trlboro  Triangles  Picnic.  12  to  2  p.m. 
Info  and  location:  Providence  G/L  Help  Line  (401) 
751-3322.  Or  write  Trlboro  Triangles,  POB  2751, 
Attleboro  Falls,  MA  02763. 

Somerville  ♦  Gaylaxians  Monthly  Mtg.  G/L/B  scl-fi 
and  fantasy  fans.  1  p.m.  Newcomers  welcome.  Info: 
Gaylaxians,  POB  1059,  Boston  02103,  or  (508)  838- 
2121. 

Boston  ♦  Club  Antorcha  Empowerment  Series 
Workshop:  “Internalized  Homophobia."  Jose  Toro, 
Exec.  Dir.  of  Fundaclon  SIDA  de  Puerto  Rico.  For 
all  non-anglo  men,  but  focusing  on  Latino  gay  men. 
2  p.m.  Registration  and  location:  262-9362. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Louise  Rafkln  Reads  From  and 
Signs  “Different  Mothers."  Winner  of  1991  Lambda 
Literary  Award.  3  to  5  p.m.  Crones'  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  983-9530. 

Somerville  ♦  “Bits  of  String,"  an  original  play.  To 
benefit  area  shelters  for  battered  women.  8  p.m. 
Also  8/4,  2  p.m.;  8/9  and  8/10,  8  p.m.;  8/11,  2  p.m. 
240  Elm  St.  $6.  522-9431. 

Cambridge  ♦  Laura  Wood  Concert.  9  p.m. 
Christopher's,  1920  Mass.  Ave.  $6.  876-9180. 

4  Sunday 

Waltham  ♦  Way  Out  In  Waltham  Goes  to  Watch 
City  Folk  Festival.  Noon  to  6  p.m.  Gore  Place,  52 
Gore  St.  893-0361  or  893-0742. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Reception  for  Eva  Schleslnger 
Self-Portraits.  2  to  4  p.m.  Crones'  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  983-9530. 

Somerville  ♦  GLOSS:  G/L  of  Somerville  and 
Surroundings.  Monthly  potluck.  71  Union  Sq.  6  p.m. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  Info:  Lisa,  628-2532. 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  L/G  Parenting  Support 
Group.  First  Sunday  each  month.  First  Parish 
Unitarian  Church.  225  Cabot  St.  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info: 
593-5252. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Potluck.  7  p.m.  Info: 
Hotlne  825-3737  or  Barry  288-1847. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Men's  Network.  First 
Sunday  of  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-6683. 

5  Monday 

Newton  ♦  Lesbian  School  Teachers/Administrators 
Picnic  with  Partners  and  Friends.  6  p.m.  Info  and 
directions:  244-5029. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Hanover,  NH  ♦  Panelmaking  Workshops  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quit.  First  and  third  Mondays  each 
month.  Lutheran  Church,  5  Summer  St.  7  p.m.  Info: 
Thom  (603)  632-4145. 

Boston  ♦  Queer  Nation/Boston.  Community  Church 
of  Boston,  Copley  Square  above  Back  Bay  Bistro. 
7:30  p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each  month.  Info: 
577-8123. 

Cambridge  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network 
Introductory  Meeting.  7:30  to  9:45  p.m.  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Flap:  “Meeting  Women*  7:30 
to  9  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354- 
8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  and  Bisexual  Married  Men  Support 
Group.  8  to  10  p.m.,  first  and  third  Mondays  each 
month.  G/L  Comm.  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  $2. 
Info:  Fred  469-371 6. 

6  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Teflllat  Refuat  Hanetesh,  “Service  tor  the 
Healing  of  the  Soul."  Jewish  patients  with  longterm 
medical  conditions.  Temple  Israel,  Longwood  Ave. 
and  Plymouth  St.  First  Tuesday  each  month.  566- 
3960. 

Framingham  ♦  Framingham  G/L  Youth  Group. 
People  22  and  under,  meets  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  each  month.  Civic  League  Bldg.,  214 
Concord  St.  6  to  7:30  p.m.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box  426, 
S.  Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single 


women  Interested  or  involved  In  alternative 
Insemination.  Today:  women  not  yet  Inseminating.  7 
to  8:30  p.m.  Second  fir.  conf.  rm..  FCHC,  7  Havlland 
St.  Into:  Jenifer  Firestone  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “Women  and 
AIDS."  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  “Masks: 
Public  Images/Private  Lives."  7:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston: 
‘Relaxation  /  Stress  Reduction  Techniques.*  First 
and  third  Tuesday  each  month.  Undemann  Center, 
2nd  fl.  8  to  10  p.m.  Info  742-7897. 

7  Wednesday 

Concord,  NH  ♦  Lesbian  Health  Clinic.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  5  to  9  p.m.  Full  gyn  svcs. 
Appt.  or  more  Info:  Randle  (603)  225-2739. 

Boston  ♦  NAMES  Project/Boston  General  Mtg.  First 
Wednesday  each  month.  7  p.m.  Piemonte  Rm.,  City 
Hall  (Congress  St.  entrance). 

Somerville  ♦  B/L/G  Rights  Activists  of  Somerville 
(BLGRAS)  Monthly  Meeting.  First  Wednesday  each 
month.  7  p.m.  Info:  666-9288  or  628-9650. 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth.  Open  to  G/L/B  youth  21  and  under.  First  and 
third  Wednesday  each  month.  United 
Congregational  Church,  6  Institute  Rd.  7p.m.  Info: 
(508)755-0005. 

8  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  other  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338 
Newbury  St.  6:30  to  8p.m.  Info:  David  828-3039. 

Dorchester  ♦  G/L  Concerns  Committee  of  SEIU 
Local  509.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  Union 
office,  5  Howard  Johnson  Plaza.  6:30  p.m.  Info: 
282-2509. 

Boston  ♦  “HIV  Treatment  Update.'  Video 
presentation  of  L.A.  Area  Being  Alive  Monthly  HIV 
Update.  7  p.m.  John  Hancock  Conf.  Center,  2nd  fir., 
40  Trinity  Place.  Spons.  by  ACT  UP  Boston,  BLC, 
FCHC  Living  Well,  PWA  Coalition,  and  Positive 
Directions.  267-0900  x287. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  HIV  Medical 
Forum.  Second  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m. 
BLC,  140  Clarendon  St.  7th  floor.  Info:  Rob  267- 
0900. 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Business  Mlg.  7  to 

9  p.m.  Geiger  Gibson  Health  Center,  250  Mt. 
Vernon  St.  Info:  Hotline  825-3737. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Choosing  Children.  7:30 
p.m.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  GLAAD:  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Against  Defamation.  General  meeting  second 
Thursday  each  month.  The  Center  rm.  202,  338 
Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  Info:  492-4639. 

Exeter,  NH  ♦  Doshle  Powers  Concert.  9  p.m.  Loaf 
&  Ladle,  9  Water  St.  (603)  778-8955. 

9  Friday 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center 
“The  Killing  of  Sister  George.'  7  p.m.  $2  suggested. 
338  Newbury  St.  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Cambridge  ♦  “Honoring  Angry  Ghosts*:  a  ritual  In 
memory  of  the  victims  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki. 
Led  by  Sweeping  Change,  a  witches'  affinity  group. 
Bring  flowers  for  those  you  want  to  remember.  7:30 
p.m.  Cambridge  side  of  Harvard  foot  bridge.  Info: 
Kath  983-0448. 

10  Saturday 

Beverly  ♦  North  Shore  G/L  Alliance  Annual  Full- 
Moon  Boat  Cruise  and  Potluck  win  be  8/24,  8  to  12 
p.m.  Space  limited;  reservations  required  by  8/10. 
Send  $25  to  “Cruise,"  NSGLA,  P.O.Box  806, 
Marblehead  01945.  (508)  745-3848. 

Boston  ♦  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around  Boston.  Info: 
Usa  964-9015. 

Watertown  ♦  Lesbian  Tennis.  Sponsored  by  DOB.  9 
a.m.  Behind  Marshalls,  Arsenal  Mall,  Arsenal  St. 
628-1038. 

Greenfield  ♦  Kaleidoscope  Third  Annual  Picnic.  2  to 

6  p.m.  Older  L/G/8  and  friends.  Info:  Corrie  (413) 
525-2188,  Warren  (413)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (413) 
773-3092. 

Provlncetown  ♦  P'town  Positive  /  PWA  Coalition 
Singles  Tea.  Second  Saturday  each  month.  3:30  to 
6:30  p.m.  St.  Mary's  of  the  Harbor. 

Boston  ♦  Am  Tkva  /  Club  Antorcha  Potluck  Dinner. 

7  to  10  p.m.  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Center,  338 
Newbury  St.  Bring  an  ethnic  dish. 

1 1  Sunday 

Braintree  ♦  GLASS:  G/L  Alliance  of  South  Shore. 
Second  Sunday  each  month  at  Unitarian  Church  6-8 
p.m.  Info:  Brert  471-7939  or  Lisa  335-6085. 

1  2  Monday 

Boston  ♦  “Swedish  Massage  Refresher  Course." 
FCHC,  7  Havlland  St.  6:30  to  9:30  p.m.  FCHC 
Living  Well  Series.  Free,  but  limited  space.  Pre¬ 
register  at  267-0900  X287. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap:  "Dating  Women.’  7:30 
to  9  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354- 
8807. 

1  3  Tuesday 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Coalition  for  Black  L/G's.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month.  Harriet  Tubman  House,  566 


Columbus  Ave.  (Mass.  Ave.  &  Columbus).  6:30  p.m. 
Info:  David  424-6989. 

Boston  ♦  Support  group  for  lesbian  and  single 
women  Interested  or  Involved  in  alternative 
Insemination.  Today:  women  who  have  inseminated 
1-8  times.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Second  fir.  conf.  rm., 
FCHC,  7  Havlland  St.  Info:  Jenifer  Firestone  267- 
0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  “What  Are  We 
Learning  From  Our  Relationships?'  7  to  8:30  p.m. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Arlington  ♦  Parents  and  Friends  of  L/G's.  Second 
Tuesday  each  month  at  First  Parish  Unitarian 
Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info:  547-2440  or 
(508)562-5807. 

Boston  ♦  Healing  Service  For  AH  Those  Affected  By 
AIDS.  First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist.  Mass,  and 
Huntington  Aves.  628-7665. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  “Sex.“  7:30  to 
9:30  p.m.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354- 
8807. 

14  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Mass.  G/L  Political  Caucus  Monthly 
Membership  Mtg.  6:30  p.m.  Arlington  Street  Church 
(use  the  Boylston  St.  entrance). 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday 
each  month.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

15  Thursday 

Boston  ♦  “Beyond  AIDS  101,“  an  overview  of  AIDS 
and  HIV.  Third  Thursday  each  month.  AAC  Rm. 
401. 131  Clarendon  St.  Info:  437-6200  "264. 

Northampton  ♦  Valley  Gay  Alliance.  First  and  third 
Thursdays  each  month.  Basement  of  the  Unitarian 
Church,  22  Main  St.  7:30p.m.  (413)  527-5310. 

16  Friday 

Worcester  ♦  Lavender  Lunch  for  Downtown 
Worcester  G/L/B.  Third  Friday  each  month.  Thai 
Orchid,  144  Commercial  St.  1  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  at  the  Center: 
“The  Women  (1939).“  7  p.m.  $2  suggested.  338 
Newbury  St.  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Shabbat  Services.  8  p.m. 
Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  Bring 
something  dairy  /  veggie  for  oneg.  926-2536. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Summer  Ballroom  Dance  Beach 
Party.  8:30  to  11:30  p.m.  First  Church  of  J.P., 
Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  Beginner's  slow  dancing 
lesson  at  8  p.m.  Smoke  free.  $5.  Info:  Jason 
Thomas  859-9455. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Health 
Club  for  2  to  5-ml.  run  along  Charles.  Lockets  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  12:15 
p.m.  at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  282- 
0013. 

Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-ln  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  11am-12:30  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4 
to  6p.m.  338  Newbury  St..  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  Pride  Time  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Cynthia  Pape.  7:30  p.m.  Boston  Neighborhood 
Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  Also  on  Cambridge 
Cable  Channel  19,  7  p.m.  Tuesdays,  and  on  other 
systems;  check  your  listings. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Women's  Coffeehouse.  Musical 
entertainment,  usually.  8  p.m.  Crone's  Harvest,  761 
Centre  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  983-9530. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilities.  10:15  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY) 
Drop-In  Center.  St.  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35 
Bowdoln.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Boston  ♦  Work  Issues  Support  Group.  2  to  4  p.m. 
G/L  Comm.  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-7612. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Sporls.  Magazine  Field, 
Memorial  Dr.  Spons.  by  DOB.  Softball  4  to  6  p.m.; 
volleybaH  6  p.m.  HI  dark.  $1.  Info:  Steph  625-9551. 


Provlncetown  ♦  Christian  Healing  Service.  5:30 
p.m.  96  Bradford  St.  (PTown  AIDS  Support  group). 
Pot  luck  dinner  to  follow.  (508)  487-3866. 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  131  Cambridge  St.  (near  Govt 
Center).  7  p.m.  Info:  Flev.  Tanls  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600AM. 
10:30pm-2:30  a.m. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  12:25  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chlltem  DownhiH  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843- 
3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA's  and 


Friends:  aboik  100  people  meeting  every  Monday  at 
AAC  for  dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m. 
AAC,  131  Clarendon  St.  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8 
p.m. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday 
Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O'Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Cable  TV  ♦  “Between  Takes.*  Often  a  g/1  slant  on 
events.  Boston  A3  Mondays  9:30  p.m.  Cambridge 
CCTV  Thursdays  8:30  p.m.  Rhode  Island 
Interconnect  A  Fridays  8:30  p.m.  Other  areas:  check 
listings. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191 . 

Gloucester  ♦  Healing  Circle  /  Positively  Clean  and 
Sober.  Healing  circle  6:30  to  8  p.m.,  open  to  anyone 
facing  chronic  or  life-threatening  Illness.  Pos.  CSS  8 
to  9  p.m.,  for  people  living  with  HIV  and  dealing  with 
subst.  abuse  Issues.  N.  Shore  AIDS  Project,  19 
Pleasant  St.  (508)  283-0101 . 

Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  7p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap.  The 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Fladio  ♦  “We  the  People"  —  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  91.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U. 
radio. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7-8:30  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art,  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  266-0628. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women's  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice 
326-1600  X350. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Wheelchair 
accessble.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30 
to  8  p.m.  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  AU  welcome.  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St.  7  to  10  p.m.  (413)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Supporters  of  Worcester  Area  G/L 
Youth  (SWAGLY).  Social  support  group  tor  youths 
22  and  under.  7  to  9  p.m.  United  Congregational 
Church,  6  Institute  Road.  7  to  9  p.m.  (508)  755- 
0005. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics. 
Mass.  General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 
1559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Bridgewater  ♦  S.  Shore  G/L  Alliance.  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
Bridgewater  Center  Primarily  a  social  group  of  age 
25+ ,  but  all  welcome.  Info:  Glen  293-5183  or  Dave 
294-0367. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  In 
Substance  Abuse  Ftecovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-ln 
group  tor  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-FtAPE. 
Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee — (or  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt.  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Boston  Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St. 
7lh  fir.  7  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  In  at  DOB  Coffee  Night.  7  to 
9:30  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  $1. 661-3633. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5852. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support 
group  tor  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provlncetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly 
Rap  Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St.  Peer  led.  (508) 
487-3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour. 
The  Center,  338  Newbury  St.  266-1 129. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Into: 
John  350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  GAMIT  lounge, 
room  50-306, 142  Memorial  Dr. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 
Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come 
stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends. 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  426-4469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  Boston  Living 
Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m.  236-1012. 


Continued  from  page  1 1 

Why  aren’t  they  helping  parents  explain  to 
their  children  why  this  week  Ryan  White’s 
tombstone  was  vandalized  and  toppled  for 
the  third  time  in  as  many  months? 

The  bottom  line  is  that  these  news  reports 
came  about  to  prove  to  the  public  at  large 
that  they  were  right  to  be  made 
uncomfortable  by  Pee- wee  Herman  and  Pee- 
Wee’s  Playhouse ;  that  he  is,  in  some  way, 
unnatural  and  perverted.  And  the  public 
pronouncements  of  hack  psychologists  are 
not  to  reassure  children  that  everything  is  all 
right  but  rather  to  reassure  adults  that  their 
own  heterosexual  values  (and  the  values  they 
are  imparting  to  their  children)  are  right  and 
good. 

The  media  attack  on  Paul  Reubens  (and 
Pee-wee  Herman)  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
attack  by  the  Right  wing  on  both  the  arts  and 
entertainment  industry  in  the  nation  today. 
Jesse  Helms’s  fury  at  Robert  Mapplethorpe 


and  Karen  Finley  is  reflected  in  the  right- 
wing  activities  to  hurt  the  sponsors  of 
thirtysomething  because  the  program  dared 
to  show  positive  gay  characters.  It  is  also 
reflected  in  the  attacks  on  Madonna  and  on 
certain  MTV  videos,  and  on  the  refusal  of 
some  PBS  affiliates  to  show  Marlon  Riggs’s 
Tongues  Untied. 

The  backlash  against  Paul  Reubens  is  not 
an  isolated  cultural  battle  but  part  of  a  larger 
war.  The  viciousness  of  it  is  due  in  part  to 
the  escalation  of  this  war.  But  it  is  also  a 
response  to  Reubens’s  talent  and  ability  to 
dazzle  large  numbers  of  people  with  his 
queer  imagination.  If  Pee-wee  Herman  were 
not  such  an  intriguing  creation  exposing  both 
the  absurdity  and  the  harm  of  traditional 
sexual  and  gender  arrangements,  no  one 
would  care  very  much.  It  is  because  Paul 
Reubens — and  Pee-wee  Herman — hit  a  real 
emotional  and  sexual  nerve  that  he  has  to  be 
so  severely  humiliated  and  punished.  □ 


Porn  palace 
pud  pulling 

In  medialand  everyone  is  acting  like  Pee-wee  Herman  is  a 
pervert.  A  psychologist  known  “to  be  good  about  gay  stuff” 
exhibits  superficial  compassion,  popping  up  on  a  TV 
morning  program  to  urge  parents  to  tell  their  children  that  Pee- 
wee  was  not  being  bad  perse,  but  he  “was  crying  out  for  help.” 
For  crying  out  loud,  no  one  is  pointing  out  the  obvious: 

1)  What  Pee-wee  was  doing  in  the  adult  movie  theatre  was 
(and  in  1991  one  cannot  ignore  this)  “safe  sex.”  Masturbation 
with  or  without  an  audience  is  definitely  safe  sex.  Safer  than 
abstinence,  no  matter  what  Cyndi  Lauper  says  on  MTV. 

2)  Masturbating  in  an  “adult  movie  theatre”  is  not  eccentric 
behavior;  it  is  following  the  host’s  party  rules.  Anyone  who  ever 
attends  an  “adult  movie  theatre”  knows  that. 

3)  I  don’t  see  Pee-wee's  act  as  pathetic.  One  of  my  fondest 
memories  is  seeing  my  friend  Jim,  his  cock  and  balls  boasting 
at  least  one  cock  ring  plus  a  rubber  band  wrapped  several  times 
about  the  whole  package,  fondling  himself  in  the  well- 
illuminated  front  row  of  the  now  defunct  South  Station  Cinema. 
This  is  not  anything  like  a  guy  hiding  in  the  bushes  and 
surprising  (most  likely)  female  runners.  In  the  ambience  of  an 
“adult  movie  theatre”  it  is  totally  normal  to  pull  it  out  and  play 
with  it.  If  someone  doesn’t  want  to  watch,  averted  eyes  is  the 
usual  procedure;  if  someone  does  enjoy  the  show,  then  it  is  a 
successful  trip  to  the  movies. 

The  print  and  broadcast  media  would  have  had  us  believe  that 
everyone  in  America  (except  for  a  few  perverts  denounced  by 
Vice  President  Quayle)  fully  supported  the  U.S.  invasion  of  the 
Persian  Gulf.  When  my  mother  tied  the  yellow  ribbon  to  her 
mailbox  post,  she  explained  to  me,  “They  told  us  to 
demonstrate  patriotism.”  And  everyone  in  her  neighborhood  ' 
did.  Although  the  people  controlling  the  media  state  that  a 
public  figure  has  no  right  to  private  pleasures  in  public  places 
intended  for  such  pleasures,  let  us  not  pretend  that  Pee-wee  is 
guilty  of  anything  beyond  failing  to  smell  entrapment. 

— By  Walta  Borawski 


The  Seventh  Annual  Boston  International 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN  FILM 
AND  VIDEO  FESTIVAL 


Friday  9  Saturday  10 
A  Strange  Love  Affair 
Eric  de  Kuypet  and  Paul  Verslralen 
The  Netherlands,  1909,  35mm.  90  mm 
In  Dutch  with  English  subtitles 

Dutch  director  Eric  de  Huy  pet  (Pink  Ulysses)  is 
in  a  less  flamboyant  mood  as  he  tells  this  touch 
ing  love  story  of  two  men  who  find  each  other 
alter  a  long  absence.  Henri  Alekan's  elegant 
black  and  while  photography  and  inotils,  hot 
rowed  flam  lahnny  Dollar  and  Now  Voyager, 
make  this  charming  homosexual  romance  a  won 
dious  exploration  of  Hollywood  convention 
tuined  inside  out. 

Boston  premiere 


Sunday  II  and  Monday  12 
We're  Talking  Vulva 
Tracy  Traeger  and  Shawaa  Dempsey 
Canada.  1990.  ISmm.  5  nun. 

ft  five  minute  lemintsl  toray  concerning  the  fare 
ud  feeding  of  happy  leoulc  gem  I  aka 

Shown  with 


The  Killing  of  Sister  George 

Robert  Aldrich 

USA,  1981,  39mm,  138  min. 

Last  year's  festival  revived  director  Robert 
Aldrich's  The  Legend  of  Lylalt  Clare,  which  was 
awarded  one  of  the  Boston  Film  Critics  Best  Re¬ 
discovery  accolades.  This  year  we  have  uncov¬ 
ered  The  Killing  of  Sister  George.  This  Is  a 
story  of  an  aging  lesbian  (Beryl  Reid)  and  her 
young  lover  (Susannah  York)  which  caused  a 
furor  when  it  was  first  released  In  1981.  Who¬ 
ever  Ihoughl  the  director  of  The  Duty  Dozen 
would  become  one  of  our  favorite  praclilioners 
of  high  camp? 


Tuesday  13  -  Thursday  15 
Extramuros  (Beyond  the  Wall) 

Miguel  Picazo 

Spam.  1985,  35mm,  118  mm. 

In  Spanish  with  English  subtitles 

Carmen  Maura,  who  starred  as  a  kinky  nun  in 
Pedro  Almodovar's  Oark  Habits,  plays  another 
strange  sister  m  this  tale  of  passionate  lesbian 
love  in  a  16th  century  Spanish  convent.  Extra¬ 
muros  is  a  stunning  portrait  of  two  lovesick 
nuns  who  fake  stigmata  in  order  to  rescue  their 
nunnery  from  oblivion  and  to  fuel  their  passion- 
ate  love  affair. 

Boston  premiere 


Friday  16  and  Saturday  17 

Straight  For  the  Heart  (A  Corps  Perdul 

Lea  Pool 

Canada/Switzerland.  1988.  35mm.  92  mm. 

In  French  with  English  subtitles 

When  a  newspaper  photographer  returns  to  his 
home  in  Montreal  from  a  conscience-raising 
assignment  in  Nicaragua,  he  discovers  both  his 
Mytnead  and  his  girlfriend  have  left  him  for 
each  other.  Emotionally  distraught,  he  begins  a 
journey  of  self-discovery  that  eventually  leads 
him  into  an  affair  with  a  handsome  deaf  mule 
and  tuN  acceptance  of  his  own  homosexuality,  as 
well  as  a  new  oobttcal  awareness.  A  stunningly 
cratled  film. 

Boston  premiere 


August  1991  at  The  ICA,  955  Boylston  St.,  Boston. 
For  more  information  call  The  ICA  (617)  266-5152 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


the  Club  f  or  women 


AufvaC  22  Tift)  NIG  GIRLS  I:  OO  ud  10:  OOpai  Aofuat  23  BtOO  and  lO.OOpm  PERRON 


Tickets  for  all  ikon  om  sal*  mom  at  W%htatsfa  Bos  Of  flea 
a«d  all  Tkketmaster  Locations  Quift  by  Pfcono  <M7>  931  2000 


Indigo  Summer: 

FRIDAYS  &  SATURDAYS! 


No  cover  Until  10:30pm  Every  Friday  and  Saturday! 


Saturday! 


Dancing  on  ?.  Floors  Top  40  Up/Alternative  Down  2  DJ*» 
All  new  dance  lighting  and  sound  effects? 


THE  BEST  W  LIVE  ENTERTAINMENT  CONTINUES 


